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Welcome to the first edition of the 2015/16 Ramsey Voice. Firstly we must offer our 
congratulations to the Year 11 who have left us. Their examination results based on progress and 
value added scores were the best the school has ever recorded. This means that the majority 
of students made more than expected progress in a wide range of subjects compared to the 
national average. This is vitally important, allowing students to gain good qualifications in a 
range of subjects, allowing them to progress to the next stage of their education or employment.

Secondly we welcome our new Year 7 students who have made a successful transition from their 
primary schools. They have settled into the routines and expectations of secondary school and 
parents report they have been delighted with the experience, which can be daunting to some.

Everything we do contributes to our over-arching vision to be an: ‘Outstanding school in the 
heart of the community’

One of the key areas we wish to improve include the development of the Growth Mindset approach to learning which involves 
encouraging students to take risks and challenge themselves. More information about this exciting initiative can be found in 
the newsletter. To support this approach we have introduced the ‘Ramsey Achievement Award’. To achieve the Award students 
will be required to make at least expected progress in a variety of subjects, have attendance above 96% and complete the PiXL 
Edge programme. The PiXL Edge programme supports academic performance and develops a range of life attributes including: 
leadership, communication, resilience, organisation and initiative. Students will be required to select and complete a number of 
tasks demonstrating each of these life-skills, either within school or as part of their activities within the local community.

We hope this initiative will allow us to celebrate and recognise student achievement in the diverse range of activities in which 
many of them currently participate, but also motivate everyone to try something new and develop valuable ‘employability skills’ 
to complement their academic qualifications. Many of the reports in this edition again highlight the range of opportunities in 
which the students participate, many of which will contribute to the completion of their Achievement Award.

The following quotation by inventor, engineer and businessman Charles Kettering supports our ambitious approach for our 
students: “High achievement always takes place in the framework of high expectation.”                - Mr R James

Notes From the Head

Head Girl and Head Boy 
I feel very honoured to have been given this role as Head Girl. Ramsey has given me the confidence 
to be able to take on this role and I feel so grateful to everyone here. The chance to be Head Girl has 
always appealed to me and I feel extremely proud.

As Head Girl so far this year, I have given a speech at Open Evening, stating all the opportunities I 
have had at the school. Also, Head Boy (Lewis Crow) and I have voiced the opinions of Year 11 about 
not being allowed out at lunch times and also talked of setting up new clubs to be run by prefects, in 
order to give the younger years more opportunities. Later in the year I will be representing the school, 
as Head Girl at the Remembrance Service in Halstead. Lastly, my aim this year is to help improve 
the school with new ideas, such as a one way system. Also to make sure all students at The Ramsey 
Academy have their opinions listened to.                                             - Emma Gooden
 

This school term has got off to a good, yet challenging, start and has seen to it that both Emma and I 
have had a lot of work to do. So far we have written a prefect rota, spoken at Open Evening (twice) and 
written a good few bits for this newsletter! This work is not set to change as we will be going to many 
functions, including the Remembrance Day Parade. This year we have (as a school) taken part in many 
sporting competitions such as: football, rugby, netball and table tennis, all with varying degrees of 
success, but all students had a good time in each of them. 

This week (the last week of this half term) will be Diversity Charity Week which has a ‘Shriek Week’ 
theme. To create the spooky atmosphere, the school has been decorated with ghosts and ghouls and 
a fancy dress themed non-uniform day. There has also been a boys versus girls netball grudge match 
which the boys won 4-2 much to the girls’ dismay. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Head Boy so far and I look forward to the rest of the year, except 
of course the exams!                            - Lewis Crow
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Up to 20 volunteers from Years 9 and 10 will be acting as 
Digital Ambassadors in the local community as part of the 
Greenfields Community Housing initiative called Community 
Connect.

The first meeting between residents and students took place 
on Thursday 15 October at a tea party, where introductions 
were made.  Subsequent meetings will focus on the students 
helping the residents to develop skills and confidence to use 
a variety of technologies, from searching the internet to 
on-line shopping and using social media.  The students will 
benefit from developing independent and interpersonal skills 
as well as contributing towards their outcomes in the Ramsey 
Achievement and Duke of Edinburgh Awards.
                                                             - Mr M Sharp

Digital Ambassadors

Open Evening Success
The Open Evening that took place on Wednesday 30 September was 
an extremely positive and successful evening. Large numbers of Year 6 
parents and pupils visited the school and engaged in the vast amount of 
activities taking place. Parents and pupils were able to interact with large 
numbers of our students in all the different subjects and activities that 
take place within the school.

This ranged from: getting involved in sporting activities led by our 
Sports Captains; watching rehearsals for our performing arts production; 
making keyrings and getting involved in technology activities; taking 
part in experiments in Science; watching students act out ‘Macbeth’ in 
English, challenging themselves in Mathematics and using the interactive 
activities in the Global faculty.

Parental feedback was extremely positive and all the parents made reference to the excellent and well-presented students 
involved. The students were a credit to the school, themselves and their parents and carers. It is pleasing to see them so 
confident, polite, engaging and proud of their school and achievements. So, once again, a massive thank you to all those students 
who volunteered to help and did such a great job throughout the evening.                                                              - Mr P Taylor

Growth Mindset
From the beginning of the academic year all staff and students have been 
introduced to the Growth Mindset in order to help develop a thirst for knowledge 
and to continue to drive teaching and learning forward within the school.
In the world of Growth Mindset you can choose to stretch yourself to learn 
something new: in this world, failure is a useful hint and effort is what makes you 
smart or talented.

The main messages of the Growth Mindset that we are looking to get across are:
• embrace challenge in lessons
• be persistent and resilient if the task challenges them
• give the required effort to master the subject
• learn from and engage with the teacher’s feedback 
• take motivation from the success around them.

So far this year, students have been introduced to the concept through assemblies, 
tutor activities and references in lessons. Staff have researched their own Growth 
Mindset role model and these are displayed around the school as a constant 
reminder and inspiration. Over the rest of the academic year students will be given 
a number of experiences through tutor time activities and approaches within 
lessons that will help reinforce and develop a Growth Mindset approach to their 
learning.

We have developed our own Learning Tree that emphasises The Growth Mindset as 
the foundation for developing the skills and learning characteristics we aim to develop within our students in order to make them 
successful learners, prepared for their next steps and careers.

More information on the Growth Mindset will be available at parents’ evenings and on the school’s website. We will be giving 
regular updates on the progression of the Growth Mindset in each newsletter.                                                                   - Mr P Taylor
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The Ramsey Academy Gardening Club has once again found a novel way of raising funds 
for tools and materials. Last year it was Pallet Pumpkins, this year Pallet Skulls. All the 
skulls are made from recycled wooden pallets, broken up and de-nailed by club members. 
Each one has its own unique face and expression. Made in the American Primitive style, 
they certainly stand out. Club members have made 40 skulls and hope to raise around 
£100.

The ladies of the Halstead Women’s Institute saw the press article earlier in the year 
reporting the vandalism to the school’s new polytunnel. The club members are really 
pleased and grateful that the WI have donated £200, which will replace the damaged 
polythene cover.

Exciting News – the Ramsey Gardening Club has been granted a place on the RHS Rocket 
Experiment! Two kilos of Rocket (lettuce) seeds were sent up to the International Space 
Station in the summer. It would have been earlier, but the first rocket exploded soon after 
launch! Selected schools in this country are being sent packets of space seed at Easter 
time next year. We will spend a month measuring and recording their germination and growth. The results will be fed back to the 
RHS for analysis. The Gardening Club is proud to provide the school’s first Rocket Scientists! The ‘Anglia In Bloom’ judges have fed 
back, via ‘Halstead In Bloom’, some great comments following their visit to our allotment site. We are proud to have supported the 
town which has once again achieved a gold award.

Come the new year, we will be looking for new members from the student body and also hope that we might attract adult 
volunteers from the community.  We are an active and enthusiastic group with a lot more to do with our allotment site.                           

Club members Oliver Smith and Joe Firman “cannot believe just how far the club has come in a year!                         - Mr S Pittuck

Gardening Club and Halloween Skulls Fundraiser 

On Friday 25 September, Ramsey Academy hosted a coffee morning to raise 
money and awareness for Macmillan. The Ramsey Academy opened their doors 
and invited the public to come in to enjoy a sweet treat and hot drink! Students 
from all year groups in the school united to bake delicious treats to serve 
students, teachers and the general public! We also hosted a raffle with a variety 
of different prizes to be won! 

In total, the Ramsey Academy raised over £300! Everyone had lots of fun 
meeting new people whilst also raising money for a very worthy cause!    
                     - Halimah Babor

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Theatre Trip to ‘An Inspector Calls’ in Cambridge

Trainee Teachers
This school year welcomes trainee teachers from MEITT (Mid Essex Initial Teacher Training). Working alongside mentors within 
the school we are joined by Mr Hugh Conway in the Science Faculty, Ms Rebecca Smith (Geography), Ms Pia Jarvinen (Visual Arts), 
Lee Scordis (History) and Mrs Gaby Hodge (Languages).

They will be here until after Christmas, fine tuning their skills and learning from their mentors.  They are a valuable addition to 
the school as it allows our teachers to reflect on their practice and inspire trainee teachers. Mrs Hodge, who has previously been 
at the school as a TA within the department, is already up and running taking on several classes of both French and German 
lessons.             - Dr D Rolls

If you are interested in becoming a trainee teacher please contact Martin Higgin : martin.higgon@notleyhigh.com

“An Inspector Calls” is an award winning 1992 production which took place at the National Theatre in Cambridge. It was a very 
rare opportunity and the people who went, including myself, were very lucky to experience and greatly enjoy the play. It had a 
gritty, realistic feel to it and the talent on stage complemented the staging greatly. 

The production is about a family being inspected by a police inspector investigating a girl who committed suicide via ingestion 
of disinfectant chemicals. The family discover that they individually wronged this girl and each, without the others, knowledge 
helped to push the girl to her grizzly demise. In a strange and effective twist the inspector leaves and is found to be a fraud, 
but the family’s moment of relief is shattered by a phone call from the infirmary saying a girl had killed herself and, due to their 
earlier interest, were going to be questioned by a police inspector. The previous one may not may been a real police officer but 
was most definitely a ghostly premonition.

In conclusion the journeying to and from Cambridge was peaceful and the play was interesting and very enjoyable but 
unfortunately is unlikely to be put on again which makes those of us who went appreciate it even more.                  - Caleb Hood
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PGL Review

Year 8 students had the opportunity to choose an area of Art or Technology 
they wanted to work in for two days during the last week of term.  Teaching 
and support staff organised a variety of activities including: designing and 
making an item of furniture to represent the Ramsey houses – ‘Aspiration’, 
‘Endeavour’ and ‘Diversity’; collaborative projects in Art on the theme 
of ‘Flight’; Ice dyeing and yarn bombing in Textiles and constructing and 
decorating ginger bread buildings in Food Technology.

It was a fantastic two days and every student should be congratulated on the 
time and effort they put in.  I am sure Year 8 students will agree that they 
learned a lot of new skills over these fun days.  Unfortunately, the ginger 
bread houses were eaten – and very tasty too! Art, Textiles and RM work is 
currently on display around the school.  Well done year 8!                     
                          - Mrs J Gerrard

During the last week of the summer term, over 80 Year 7 students 
travelled to Marchant’s Hill in Surrey for their PGL trip. This is an 
outward bound, adventure style holiday where students spend time 
experiencing activities that they may not have done before.

Students took part in: Jacob’s Ladder, abseiling, raft building, giant 
swing, zip wire and trapeze. A number of students overcame fears to 
challenge themselves to try activities which were outside their comfort 
zone and were really proud of their achievements. They worked in small 
groups during the day so that they could take part in as many activities 
as possible and then came together in the evening for events such as 
capture the flag, camp fire and a visit to the tuck shop.

Students stayed together in groups of six in their own en-suite rooms 
and had three substantial meals a day with a huge choice for each meal, 
meaning that everyone was catered for and no one had the excuse of 
not finding something they liked. 

Despite some late night fire alarms, the students had a great time and 
have developed new friendships and many memories that will stay with 
them throughout their time at Ramsey.

Many thanks to all those staff that organised and came on the trip for 
their hard work and dedication.                                          - Miss R Linsdell

When we worked with the solar buggies, we had to follow a simple task. It was quite easy but it got harder: however, it was a fun 
lesson, especially as rewards were in place. We had to charge the buggies using a lamp; they had motors that spun which meant 
it made it move. We went outside to see if the buggies could move; after they moved we had mini competitions. We had to make 
them from scratch! Even though it was frustrating it was a good outcome, therefore many of us felt proud of our achievements. 
Many of us learned a lot in that lesson, for example how the solar buggies worked and how to charge them. We also learned about 
the advantages and the disadvantages, for example solar buggies may not work without sunlight.
 
The session with robots was my favourite! We had to connect wires to control the robots. We could make them our own and even 
keep them! We had many pieces of paper and other craft objects that made the robots our own. We even connected mini wheels 
to make our robots move more smoothly. When we had built the robots, we had to cut the wires so they could fit under the board 
of our robot. We also had to learn which wires were for which uses. Like the solar buggies, we had a competition. I won because I 
made a separate piece of cardboard that was made for a mini carriage. I made it for my younger sister and she loves it! We had a 
separate board that controlled the robot and made it go left and right.

We made mini rockets in pairs. The aim of the lesson was to make the rocket go a really long distance. We made it from scratch.
We had to make sure the wings were the right length otherwise the rocket may not go far enough and it may not go in a straight 
line. We were able to personalise our rockets; mine was pink and purple. We even attached bits of tissue paper at the bottom to 
make it look like fire. Once all the groups had made their rockets we went outside and put our rockets to the test. We used a pump 
and a pole so it released air so the rockets could fly.

Many people’s rockets were very successful, some were not so good. However in the lesson it taught us how far the rockets could 
go if we did different things. It was mainly trial and error but it was quite interesting and we learned many things that we wouldn’t 
really learn in other lessons.                                                                                                                                               - Alicia Tunwell 

Year 8 Activities week July 2015

Solar Buggies, Rockets and Robots:
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Modern Foreign Languages Visit to Strasbourg July 2015
On 13 July 2015 44 students who study French and German GCSE, together with 4 staff: Mrs Sims, Miss Crabtree, Mr Charlton 
and Mr McLelland, headed for Strasbourg, which is on the border between France and Germany.  We met at school very early, at 
around 5am and made our way by coach to Dover, where we boarded the ferry to Calais.  We were now on route across France to 
Strasbourg, which took about 8 hours, but we stopped regularly at the services on the way, which were interesting.
When we arrived at our hotel, Ciarus, we were given key cards for our rooms and went off to unpack.  After dinner in the 
restaurant, we went for a short walk around the city to stretch our legs, which was lovely in the evening sunset.

The next day we were up early for breakfast and had croissants and fruit or ham and cheese and a drink.  After collecting our 
packed lunches we headed to the old cathedral in the centre of Strasbourg, where we started our walking tour with the tour 
guides around the old town.  We were able to see inside the beautiful old cathedral with its famous astrological clock, which was 
magnificent.  We walked along the river which runs through the city before relaxing in the sun for our lunch and a bit of shopping!  
Then we boarded the boat for a cruise around the city past all the famous old and new buildings, which were so beautiful, while 
we listened to the commentary in French or German.  The boat took us through the old lock gates to raise or lower the boat to 
reach the next level of the river- it was very exciting.  After the boat tour, we met the coach to take us to a chocolaterie, where we 
watched chocolate being sculpted into animals and even sampled some delicious chocolate!  Next we made our way back to the 
hotel for dinner and to have some free time before going out again that evening to watch the amazing firework display at Place 
de l’Etoile to celebrate Bastille Day, le 14 Juillet, which was especially lucky for Ella Berkane as it was her birthday!  The display 
lasted about 15 minutes and afterwards we made our back to the hotel through the crowds, guided by Mrs Sims’ flashlight on her 
phone!   We got back about 11.30pm.  

On day 3 we visited the European Parliament where we were given a guided tour and shown all around the building, which is an 
amazing place both for its size and brilliant architecture.  On the same day, we also took a trip to the Mercedes Benz museum in 
Stuttgart in Germany, where we were able to see pretty much every Mercedes ever made!  We were also able to spend a short 
time in the centre of Stuttgart on Königsstrasse to do some shopping and have dinner. However we were rather delayed on our 
departure back to the hotel as one of the students had managed to cut his thumb and had to take a trip to A & E!  But all was well!

Day 4 was equally exciting as we took a trip to Europa Theme Park in Germany, which is 
one of the biggest theme parks in Europe with spectacular roller coasters!  Everybody 
had a great day, especially as it was scorching hot – such perfect weather for the water 
rides!  In the evening we were lucky enough to be able to watch the Son et Lumière light 
show displayed on the walls of Notre Dame Cathedral, the highest in Europe, which was an 
amazing spectacle.  

Then it was time to go home which was a long journey, even longer than the trip out (17 
hours to be precise!). This was caused by a delayed ferry and very tight border controls.  
This didn’t really matter as it was a good opportunity for everybody to catch up on sleep 
lost to early starts and late finishes!

We would like to say a huge thank you to Mrs Sims for organising the trip in her already 
busy schedule, and to all the other staff members who donated their time to make this 
happen.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable trip and I am sure that everybody on the trip 
would encourage other students to go on future MFL trips as they are great fun, truly 
memorable and are a great way to put into action the languages you have learnt in class.

                                                           - Emma Gooden (Head Girl) and Lewis Crow (Head Boy)
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On Wednesday 14 October, The Ramsey Academy Year 11 Netball team went 
to Alec Hunter for a tournament. We played against 5 others schools in a 
highly competitive round robin, beating Alec Hunter 4-0 in the process. The 
team demonstrated excellent tactics. Unfortunately we lost the remaining 
games, however we ran a strong Honywood team very close, eventually 
losing out 5-2.

Despite losing the other games, we displayed excellent team spirit and 
never gave up. Unfortunately that is our last Ramsey tournament, however 
we have all said that we will continue to go training on a Wednesday 
after school and help the P.E department coach the younger year groups.                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                       - Lucy Edwards

Team sheet:
Emma Gooden (GK), Lucy Edwards (GD), Sasha Hutchison (WD), Georgia 
Gower (WA/C), Chloe Huwes (C/WA), Georgia Smith (WA), Jessica Maddocks 
(GA) and Amy White (GS).

Year 11 Netball tournament at Alec Hunter

This year, extra-curricular P.E at the Ramsey Academy has started off extremely well. Thanks to The P.E department, Miss 
Patching, Miss Linsdell, Mr. Child and Mr. Charlton, we have had plenty of students coming to clubs and representing the school 
in fixtures. This section of the newsletter will give you an insight into what is happening. The articles have been written by pupils 
and staff.

If you want to see how The Ramsey Academy and its pupils are getting on in clubs and fixtures. 
Please follow our twitter account @pe_ramsey. We tweet regular updates including pictures, team 
sheets and revision tips.

PE account for The Ramsey Academy, Halstead. Keep up to date with fixtures, events, photos and 
GCSE revision.                          - Mr G Charlton

PE at Ramsey 

Suriname Cricket Stars visit Ramsey Year 7 students

Two Year 7 Physical Education classes had the pleasure of meeting and playing cricket with the stars of the South American side 
who won the ICC World Cup League Division 6 event held in Essex.

The whole team took time out of their schedule to visit the Ramsey Academy. During their visit the players joined in with a 
number of games of cricket and offered some batting, bowling and fielding tips to the Ramsey Academy Year 7 students.
Students, staff and the Suriname squad all thoroughly enjoyed the experience. The students were extremely inspired and 
motivated by visit and we were especially pleased the team went on to win the competition.

We are now hoping to keep in contact with the team and follow their progression in future competitions. We would like to thank 
Graham Pryke and Essex County Cricket for organising the event and giving our students the opportunity to rub shoulders with 
extremely motivating elite sportsman.                    - Mr P Taylor

RamseyPE  @pe_ramsey
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After an extremely successful campaign last 
year which saw us under Mr. Charlton’s reign, 
make the final, the Year 11 football team began 
their last year of the district competition at 
Forrest Hall. Taking advantage of the home 
side’s poor defence, Ramsey started as they 
had left off, taking an early lead. There was 
no break for Forrest Hall as Ramsey’s midfield 
proved dominant, showing the great passing 
display which proved so important for their 
success last year. 3 quick goals just before half 
time gave Ramsey the reward they deserved 
after a strong 1st half. Ramsey continued to 
play good football and made easy work of the 
depleted home side in the second half, finishing 
the game 9-0 winners. Goal scorers were 
Alfie Fisk, Jack Preston, Harrison Yates, Jake 
Robertson, Man of the Match Alex Morrison, 
and an impressive 4 goals from Aiden Harding.

Hoping to continue the good start made the previous week, Ramsey travelled to Maltings, who they knew would be their biggest 
contenders in Group A. Ramsey were the pick of the two sides during the first half, battling hard and playing good football when 
given the chance. Ramsey took the lead through target man Richard’s classy long range strike shortly before half time. Maltings 
came out of their half time team talk with the bit between their teeth. However Ramsey’s new look centre half partnership of 
Lewis Brennan and Harrison Yates looked to be coping with the pressure fairly easily. The second half continued to be an ongoing 
battle, however Maltings got their equaliser through an unlucky own goal. The game’s final score reflected the well battled game 
and was 1-1. Man of the match was awarded to Matt Halls for his disciplined, strong display of skill in midfield.

In the 3rd and final game of the group stages, Ramsey travelled to Notley in a must win game to secure the much desired top 
spot. As in both games previously, Ramsey started very strongly. This was rewarded with a top finish from Bailey Turner, giving 
Ramsey the lead. High footballing skills from the home side continued throughout the first half, however the visitors deserved 
to lead by more than the slim 1-0 they took into half time. Much like the previous game, the home side came back strongly in 
the second half and this unfortunately led to the game becoming a little scrappy. Despite this, the boys from Halstead kept their 
heads, battled hard and came out 1-0 winners, securing the top spot, and a massive home semi-final v rivals Hedingham. The Man 
of Match was awarded to keeper, Taylor Nicholson, for his solid performance in keeping Ramsey’s lead intact.

Let’s hope we can go one step further this year by winning the final; however very tough opposition stands in our way. Next week 
we play Hedingham; let’s hope we battle and get the result we want. Come on Ramsey!                                      - Lewis Brennan

Year 11 Football Update

Year 10/11 Rugby on 5 October 2015
On Monday 5 October we took a joint Year 10 and 11 team to Braintree Rugby Club for the annual Schools’ Rugby Competition. 
The team consisted of a number of key rugby players along with a group of athletic Ramsey students. This tournament was 
always going to be a tough event for Ramsey as the attendance at Year 10 and 11 events is normally only specialist rugby schools.
The turnout wasn’t as good as past years, but teams from Honywood and Alec Hunter made up the event.

We started against a very experienced Alec Hunter team. Ramsey started the game strongly, making a number of big tackles but 
failing to take advantage of possession. Unfortunately the Alec Hunter onslaught continued throughout the game and eventually 
broke through hard working defence of Ramsey.

The game ended with Ramsey losing 24-0, the score line flattering the opponents due to a couple of mistakes made by tired 
players. The second game was against a much bigger 
Honywood team, with a very strong squad that had already 
beaten Alec Hunter in their game. Although the score didn’t 
go Ramsey’s way, towards the end of the game Ramsey put 
together a number of encouraging phases of play to really 
worry their opponents and putting the score line under 
pressure.

Overall, Ramsey students were a credit to the school and did 
not give up until the very final whistle. Special mention to the 
Year 11s for what might possibility be their last rugby game for 
the school.

Our Man of the Tournament was Bailey Hamilton, who, 
throughout all the games, made some excellent tackles. 
         
                                          - Mr M Child
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On Monday 12 October we were back again at Braintree Rugby Club for the 
Year 8 tournament. The number of Year 8 Ramsey pupils that wanted to 
attend was incredible: the best in the whole school. We took a large squad 
to the tournament to give all the players a chance of experiencing rugby 
as this was a relatively inexperienced team. Even though the team was 
untried, I was pleasantly surprised at the amount of effort and hard work 
each player put in. After 3 tough games against the likes of Honywood, 
Alec Hunter and Maltings, we came 6th overall. Special mention to the try 
scorer, Bradley Sparks, for finding a gap next to the posts which allowed 
him an easy conversion for the spot. All the boys learned a lot during the 
games and showed real enthusiasm to improve when the referee explained 
points of the game to them. For some of the students this event marked 
their first time representing the school and they all did extremely well with 
lots of positive elements to work on.

Our Man of the Tournament was Amir Rahim, who gave it his all during every game, making some huge tackles.          - Mr M Child

Dates For your 
Diary...
26-30 October - Half term 
2 Novemeber - Students return
30 November - Non student day
9-11 December - Year 8 Cologne Trip 
21 Decemeber - 1 January - Christmas Holiday

Ramsey’s Year 9 rugby team went to Braintree Rugby Club on 7 
October to compete. Led by the experienced rugby player Noah 
Weitz, the Year 9s made an impressive start, narrowly losing to 
the Maltings 14-5. This progressed Ramsey into the semi-finals 
where they met a strong opponent in Alec Hunter. Although 
Ramsey worked extremely hard, making tackles and chasing down 
players, they could not keep Alec out all game, and tiredness led to 
mistakes. This gave Alec’s team the chance to score a number of 
tries late in the game.

The loss to Alec Hunter meant that Ramsey were now in the 
3rd/4th playoff game against Maltings again, hoping to get their 

own back. Ramsey started the game strongly with blistering runs made by Noah who was supported by a number of other players 
on the team. Unfortunately, one lucky break led to Maltings scoring a try. Ramsey had to attack to try to get a try back with time 
running out, however Maltings’ defence stayed strong, keeping Ramsey players at bay, but also slightly increasing the score to win 
the game. A respectable 4th place finish was the outcome for the Year 9s, with staff members singing their praises for the effort 
they put in during the tournament. 

Our Man of the Tournament was Noah Weitz, who stood out as the most skilful and confident player in all games.         - Mr M Child

Year 9 Rugby on 7 October 2015

Year 8 Rugby on 12 October 2015

After a number of tournaments at Braintree Rugby Club the final event was the Year 7 
tournament. Due to the class structure of Year 7 groups I was unsure of the number of 
pupils that would be interested in playing for the team. I was pleased to find out that a 
number of boys were really excited about playing for Ramsey.

We turned up to the event excited and anxious about what to expect, as for most of the 
students it was the first time representing the school.  As the first game began against 
Alec Hunter, I awaited the referee’s whistle to start the game. What started as worry 
soon turned to excitement as our team were amazing, crashing through player after 
player, passing the ball down the line and scoring a number of tries. Special mention 
has to go to George Clark and Jamie Dawson for their efforts in the tries, also Harrison 
Ridgwell for his unselfish play in setting up the tries. The 1st game ending in a massive, 
win of 25-0.

Unfortunately the competition got tougher after that and we had some 
really difficult games against some strong competition, losing narrowly in 
the remaining two group games.

Coming 3rd in our group meant we played 3rd in the other group for the 
5th/6th place, this being against Maltings despite Ramsey’s defence being 
strong and a number of huge tackles, especially by Owen Smith, the team 
could not hold their opponents’ off, eventually losing the game by two 
tries. This was definitely a learning experience for our rugby team and an 
insight into some exciting things to come in the future.

Our Man of the Tournament was Owen Smith, who consistently made some 
excellent tackles.                                                                             - Mr M Child

Year 7 Rugby on 13 October 2015


