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Editors’ Notes 

  Hello, my name is Tazmin Sloat and I am in Year 9. I have been a member of the Ramsey Ram since it     
  first started when I was in Year 7. One of the things I like the most about the Ramsey Ram is the
  variety of ideas that are expressed in different ways.

  Hi, I am Amelia Slack and I am in Year 9. I have been with the Ramsey Ram since it started too. I like   
  Science and like to use my knowledge and logic in my articles. I also have an interest in Photography,  
  and will be taking photos for the Ram.

  Hi, I am Hannah Birch and I am in Year 10. Like the other editors have played a role in the Ramsey  
  Ram since it started. I like to take an interest in a variety of different topics and think this is      
  portrayed through my articles.
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Why Is Reading Important?
A lot of people have the viewpoint that reading isn’t important, or that 
reading is pointless. However, there is more reason to reading and those 
people just don’t understand. The point of reading at DEAR time isn’t 
for punishment, it is for improving skills in reading, vocabulary, and a 
myriad of other things. People who read tend to be people who do well in 
English lessons and have a good understanding of language. The annoying 
thing (for me at least) is when people make a fuss about reading. Look, 
you are reading this right now. From what you have read, you have some 
understanding of the word ‘myriad’ as well. See? Reading helps your 
understanding of vocabulary! But, like I said, when people make a fuss 
about reading, moaning and groaning, lecturing everyone around them 
how pointless reading is, distracting everyone who actually wants to read, 
it bothers me. They just haven’t yet found a form of reading that they like. 
For example, books that you can access right now from our library include: 
Visual Novels, Poetry, Classics, Non-Fiction and so many more. I think that 
visual novels are very appealing for people who don’t like reading, as they 
have more images than wording. You still read, but not as much if the font 
is small like in Shakespeare. If you are one of those people who don’t like 
reading, slowly introduce yourself to more complex literature, from Dav 
Pilkey’s Captain Underpants, to Geoffrey Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales. Another way to get into reading is to find a topic you 
like. If you have spare time during Lunch or Break, or even a library lesson, take a look around the library.
I was introduced to reading form a young age and in primary school had to read one to two books a week (granted, they were 
not exactly poetry anthologies but still). I started off with Adam Blade’s Beast Quest, getting through quite a few of them. I 
also read ‘The Runaways’ by Elizabeth Goudge, who was an author that wrote a children’s book called ‘The Little White Horse’, 
which J.K Rowling cites as her favorite children’s book. But, after a bit of interest development, I started reading books like 
‘In Search of Schrödinger’s Cat’ by John Gribbin and ‘Quantum; A guide for the perplexed’ by Jim Al-Khalili, both of which are 
about Quantum Theory. These books gave me more insight into the wonderful world of Quantum Physics. This is what reading 
can do for you, take you on a journey of wonderful storylines or give you interest in complex and difficult concepts.
To conclude this article, reading extremely important for everyone. It doesn’t matter what you read, or when you read, it is 
important for you to learn more about your interests, give you interests or whatever you want from reading.
- Amelia Slack (Year 9)

So, having tried many times to stop time but failing, I’ve now concluded that it is undoubtedly impossible. GCSEs are getting 
closer every day, but don’t fear, we have some useful tips to help you pass with flying colours: 

Firstly- sleep, it is so underrated! 

Next, remember that it is NEVER too early to revise, it just means you’ll have less to worry about on exam day. 

Buy yourself some fun highlighters - it makes revision more like a playschool session colouring!! 

Find yourself a good playlist- at least six hours long to help you through the busiest times without getting bored of songs! 

Get all the support you can from teachers, that’s what they’re there for. 

This should be a given, but obviously, REVISE! It will pay off, trust me! 

Lastly, chill, I know it may seem the stupidest thing to suggest when these exams are going to change your WHOLE life and 
DETERMINE EVERYTHING else you’re ever going to do, but they won’t, and you’ll be fine! 

Also, I do love a good quote to help me get motivated; 

here’s my favourite: 
‘Don’t stop when you’re tired, stop when you’re done’ 

Happy revising and best of luck!! 
 
- Hannah Birch (Year 10)

Revision Tips
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Procrastination: The Sensation That’s 
Holding Back The Nation!
Everybody will probably at some point experience procrastination. Procrastination is defined as the 
action of delaying or postponing something, often because the task you are “Putting off” doesn’t 
appeal to you, or it seems like far too much work to do in one go. However, procrastination can 
lead to even more stress, as you must cope with having even less time to achieve something. Some 
common examples of procrastination are leaving homework until the last minute or cramming in 
last minute revision on facts that you should have learnt a good few weeks ago.
So… how do we prevent procrastination?
There are several ways in which we can prevent procrastination, some of which that are more long-term than others.

1. Set goals for your tasks.
 For example, if you have a piece of homework due in a week, make a note to try and get it done within the next four  
 day, this will mean that if you get stuck, you will have time to ask your teacher for help, and it will also reduce   
 stress from completing tasks the night before.
2. Organise a list of tasks.
 Another useful tip is to list the tasks that you need to complete. Not only will this help to visualise how much work  
 you need to do, it can also help when prioritising tasks. One suggestion is to list harder tasks, or perhaps ones that  
 need to be done sooner. 
3. Avoid Distractions!
 One of the worst causes of procrastination is that we get easily distracted. All it can take is a notification from your  
 phone or laptop, and poof, you have wasted half an hour. To prevent distractions, one idea is that you can remove  
 anything that would distract you, i.e. your phone, from your work space. You will then be less likely to get tempted to  
               look at your phone, and therefore more productive. 
4. Don’t multitask!
 Do each task one by one, it will mean that your tasks will be completed to a higher standard and will reduce stress. 
5. Reward yourself!
 Make sure to reward yourself after a while! For example, if you finish all your homework tasks, watch a YouTube video,  
 play a game for half an hour, read etc. 

If you follow these tips, you should find that you are more productive! 
Now you’ve read this… why not try finishing that homework that is due in next week?
- Tazmin Sloat (Year 9)

   Recently, I have been asking students around the Academy about their current favourite Netflix     
   series and why they like them. Using this information, we have compiled a list of the hottest      
   things to watch on Netflix in 2018. This will become a regular feature for the Ram, with new shows  
   every edition. 

Riverdale. 
There has been a lot of buzz about this show recently, with the release of season two starting the new year. 
What it’s about. 
A town. A murder. A mystery. Riverdale isn’t like most towns. It has a dark secret. After the unexplained death of classmate 
Jason Blossom, Betty and her friends are determined to find out the truth about Riverdale and it’s hidden secrets. 

Stranger Things.
Stranger Things is arguably one of the most popular Netflix series. Nominated for a total of thirty four different awards since 
its release. Two series in and a third in the making, Stranger Things is a must see. The characters are easy to fall in love with, 
and every episode leaves you desperate for more. 
What it’s about. 
A young boy missing. An alternate universe. A dark secret lurking in a government lab. A strange girl. After the vanishing 
of Will Byers, nothing is unrealistic in Hawkins. His friends and family are desperate to get him back home, but after more 
disappearances and strange activity in the town, is it too late for Will? 

Rick and Morty. 
Unless you have been living under a rock, you have probably noticed Rick and Morty taking the world by storm. Despite being 
the only animated series on our list, Rick and Morty definitely does that genre proud. 
What it’s about.
One is a mad scientist, the other his grandson. Together, they juggle domestic life with crazy adventures, zipping between 
intergalactic universes for the sakes of science. 

- Ellie White (Year 9)

What’s Hot And What’s Not On Netflix
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Year 7 Book Review
At the beginning of the year, Year 10 students were put in to groups with Year 7s, who we felt could benefit from ‘Literacy 
Leading’ during D.E.A.R time (drop everything and read). Since we started reading with them, myself ( Hannah Birch) and 
other leaders have been extremely impressed with the progress in which many of the students have made and decided upon 
starting a little competition to highlight just how impressed we are. 
We asked the Year 7s to write a book review on the book they’re currently reading with their Literacy Leaders and we were 
very impressed with the responses. Here are a few of them: 
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Book Review - Mr Stink
Mr Stink is a lonely man who always sits on a bench in town. Nobody ever comes and 
has a chat with him until one day a young girl called Chloe come by.
Chloe is lonely too and they make friends, and Chloe desperately wants to keep him 
in her house so he won’t have to sleep outside any more. She sneaks him into the 
shed.
One day Chloe forgets his breakfast and Mr Stink comes knocking on the window 
when the Times journalist is there interviewing Chloe’s mum because she wasn’t to 
be prime minister.

Than mum finds out she is horrified but when she goes on Question Time on TV with 
Mr Stink she presents to like him and even lies, saying it was her idea to give him a 
home.

In the end, the story is a little bit sad, but you’ll have to read if for yourself to find out 
what happens.
Despite the sad ending, this is a really, hilarious book, probably one of the best I have 
read in my life.
- Bradley Chapman (Year 7)

Caption This! Competition
Take a look at the phots below, can you come up with a caption to describe what you see, what they are thinking or doing.
Why not email your captions one for each photograph over to Miss Siseman, the best will be printed in the next edition of the 
Ram.

Good Luck

1 2

3
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Confidence
Confidence; the feeling or belief that one can have faith in or rely on someone or something 
So surely that’s a positive thing, right? Even though, the number of religious people in the U.K is ever decreasing, faith is still 
paramount to lead our everyday lives. It isn’t necessary to believe in a God to have ‘faith’; you can have faith in a favourite 
football team, a favourite band, and your friends and most importantly; yourself. 
I’m not saying that you should sit in front of a mirror rambling on about how absolutely amazing you look today (but that’s 
never a bad thing!) but when things get rough, silently thinking ‘I can do this’ or when you ‘fail’ at something, saying to 
yourself ‘just try better next time’ as opposed to ‘ugh you’re so useless and you can’t do anything right’, will gradually help 
you to believe it. 
We live in a society where everyone underappreciates each other and the biggest cause of that is that is that we don’t 
appreciate ourselves. Confidence is not a physical thing but it can give you the courage you so desperately need to be 
successful. 
I honestly believe that if everyone loved themselves, just a little bit more, then they’d feel just a little bit more obliged to give 
some of that love to someone else, therefore, brightening someone else’s day, and raising their confidence.  
So, here’s the easiest, yet most powerful challenge you will ever be given, go and make someone feel good; smile at them, 
compliment them or even just listen to someone, make someone feel as special as you deserve to feel.  
By raising someone else’s confidence, without a doubt, you’ll give yourself a confidence boost, so what are you waiting for? 
GO! SMILE!

- Hannah Birch (Year 10)

Dear Ramsey Ronald,
 
I’ve been in Year 7 since September, obviously, and I did try and persevere as best I could, but honestly, I just can’t keep up 
with all the homework. 
I feel like I have to rush all of it. If I don’t do one bit in one night then I end up with so much to do come the weekend, and I’m 
always fairly busy at the weekend. I really do try to make an effort with homework as I do want good grades, but I just feel like 
I can’t have any time to spend on them, as there just isn’t any! 
Do you have any homework-busting tips? 

Hello,

Well, you sound like you are really struggling, so I’ll try to help. 
Did you know, you can go to the library or sometimes FF4 at lunchtimes, then you wouldn’t have to worry about doing your 
homework afterschool, ultimately you would have to spend up your free time, but it seems like after school time means more 
to you anyway. 
If this continues to be a problem for you though, and you still feel time restricted or worried about detentions then simply 
speak to your teachers- they aren’t as mean as they look! 
Don’t worry, and try your best!  
Also, don’t forget there is homework club if you the extra lunchtimes prove unsuccessful! 

Ramsey Ronald  

Ramsey Ronald
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Ramsey Ronald
Dear Ramsey Ronald,
 
I have been brought up in a society that says, ‘be 
proud to be different’ and ‘individuality is key’ yet now 
I feel as though I’m being myself, and I’m being judged 
for it. Black is my favourite colour, I wear it all the time 
but that makes me a ‘goth’ according to my friends 
and family.  
I’ve tried telling them that they are being really 
stereotypical, but they just laugh and it is beginning 
to make me feel as though I can’t even be myself 
around them. What should it matter if I like wearing a 
certain colour? Or if my friends like rock music? It doesn’t mean that we should be secluded from parties or segregated from 
everyone in class, right? 
Just because I’m different, doesn’t mean I don’t have a voice, if anything I have more of one that most people I know, I just 
wish someone would hear me out. 
Can you help? 

Hello,

Well, I’ll certainly give it my best!  
I think half of your problem is that your friends and family have seen you give a reaction to them calling these names and so 
get pleasure out of it. Perhaps if you didn’t show that it bothered you then they wouldn’t do it. It can be hard, hiding how you 
feel sometimes, but I guarantee that it won’t be half as fun for them to laugh at you if you laugh at it too, or at least pretend 
to. 
Also, it doesn’t sound as though anyone meant anything maliciously, maybe you were just feeling a bit fragile and let it get to 
you, I’m sure if they realised how much this name calling got to you, they would stop instantly. Don’t let it get to you, you are 
always stronger with a smile on your face, and wearing black in your case.

Ramsey Ronald 
 
Dear Ramsey Ronald,
 
I’m always seem to be late for school and it is really starting to cause arguments in my house as Mum is getting so irritated 
with getting daily messages from the school about it. I don’t mean to be late it’s just there never seems to be enough time to 
do everything, and I really do try and be there on time but it’s so hard, oh, and I can’t help it if I don’t hear my alarm properly. 
Please could you help? It’s just I do kind of want to be a prefect when I’m a bit older too and I’m nervous that all these late 
marks could really affect my record, and I’d so hate that. 

Hello,

Of course, I’ll give it a go! 
So, I have five top tips for you not to be late for school: 
Firstly, make sure everything is out the night before so you are 
not rushing around looking for your uniform or getting homework 
prepared in the morning. 
Next, I would ask your Mum or a sibling to wake you at a certain 
time, then at least you won’t be let down by technology! 
Also, I’d set an alarm on your phone twenty minutes before you 
usually get up, so that you’ve got some time to spare if you need it. 
Turn your clock, if you have one in your room, forward thirty 
minutes so you always think you are later than you are, and 
hopefully this will motivate you to speed up! 
Finally, if you have a reliable, good time keeping friend, then I’d 
advise getting them to knock for you at an allocated time, then you 
have more of an incentive to hurry up! 

Good luck! 
Ramsey Ronald 
 
 
 


