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Editors’ Notes 

  Hello, my name is Tazmin Sloat and I am in Year 9. I have been a member of the Ramsey Ram since it     
  first started when I was in Year 7. One of the things I like the most about the Ramsey Ram is the
  variety of ideas that are expressed in different ways.

  Hi, I am Amelia Slack and I am in Year 9. I have been with the Ramsey Ram since it started too. I like   
  Science and like to use my knowledge and logic in my articles. I also have an interest in photography,  
  and will be taking photos for the Ram.

  Hi, I am Hannah Birch and I am in Year 10. Like the other editors, I have played a role in the Ramsey  
  Ram since it started. I like to take an interest in a variety of different topics and think this is      
  portrayed through my articles.
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Aspiration Charity Week
Aspiration House held their annual charity week from Monday 30 April to Friday 4 May 2018. Throughout the week there were 
cakes sold as outside Student Services which were provided by students from all year groups. There were also Smile of Arran 
wristbands, caps and t-shirts on sale throughout the week as well as a sweets trolley. 
For those who don’t know Arran Tosh died of a brain tumour, he was only told that he had the tumour 5 days before he sadly 
passed. The Smile of Arran Trust was set up by Arran’s mum to support other families that are going through the same 
struggle and to also support Cancer Research UK. This is a charity very close to the hearts of many at Ramsey and it is fitting 
that we raise money for this great cause each year.
For those who were athletically gifted there were sports matches going on. The staff played a team of Year 11 in a Basketball 
and a Netball match and triumphantly won both!
Every day of the week there was the Music Busk Stop where people could use hand held instruments to show off their skills 
on the guitar, saxophone, trumpet and flute. In addition to this the Lip Sync battle that took place in the hall on Wednesday 
was as always, great fun to watch and to take part in.
On Friday several students took part in the sponsored walk around the field and everyone bought in £1 to participate in the 
non-uniform day.
The funds are still being counted but it is thought that a lot of money was raised and Aspiration will continue to support this 
great charity.
- Callum Watson (Year 9)
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On Thursday 19 April, for the second year running, The Ramsey Academy managed 
to make it again to the UK Youth Rocketry Competition Region Final– this time with 
four teams who all managed to launch their rockets at least once! There was one 
team from each year group participating (Years 7-10), and thanks to the collaboration 
of knowledge and skill between the teams, as well as the sharing of equipment such 
as altimeters, each team successfully launched… even if they were rejected a couple 
of times at first. Due to the knowledge from last year, we were able to make several 
crucial changes which improved the performance of our rockets. Some important 
changes included: the movement from using vinyl to spray-paint to cover our rockets; 
the use of three engines instead of one to power our rockets, and the change in the 
design of our rockets – we secured the engine holder with a bolt instead of glue, 
meaning we could easily change and put a fresh set of engines on our rocket if we 
needed to. 
Despite the fact that the conditions were definitely better than last year, we also 
had to contend with some last-minute changes to the rules – we had to safety land 
with not one egg intact, but two! However, we all rose to the challenge and somehow 
managed to fit in two eggs alongside an altimeter and a parachute in the top section 
of our rocket. Sadly, even though all rockets flew, none of them qualified successfully 
– although one rocket got very close. However, this did not dampen out spirits and we 
definitely improved from last year, which is a result in our opinion. Overcoming the 
challenge and testing new skills was what really mattered, and anyone who gets the 
chance to articipate in the competition shouldn’t miss the chance. 
- Tazmin Sloat (Year 9)

Teacher Talk: Miss Scott
Have you always wanted to be a teacher?
When I was younger I wanted to a be a solicitor/ lawyer because my dad was a lawyer, but I had an epiphany at the age of 21 
that I wanted to be a teacher.

What has been your biggest achievement so far?
Personally my biggest achievements have been travelled to 40 countries (because I love travelling ) , I have pushed myself to 
go sky-diving and white water rafting . My professional achievements are the results that my students get.

Did you ever get a detention in school?
No, I was a model student.

What were you like at school?
I was very keen at school, I always wanted to do well, I played a lot of sport and I wanted to get the best results I could.

Why did you decide to teach the subject you are teaching and how good were you at it when 
you were at school?
I decide to teach History because I love History and I believe it’s important to understand about the past. Yes, I was good at 
History when I was in school, but I have got better as I have got older.

BONUS QUESTIONS

Who’s your celebrity idol?
President Lyndon Johnson because he instructed the Civil Rights Act, improved health care and 
improved the environment in America against a lot of oppositions.

What is your favourite season and why?
Spring because that’s when my birthday is and it’s before I get hay fever and the sun is out a little bit.                        

 - Courtney Sloat and Megan Sheppard (Year 7).                                                                                                                                         

Ramsey’s Rockets Take to The Skies Once 
More!
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Camp Georgia- A Short Story
The day had come finally! Rose, Lilly, Sam were going away 
to camp on their own for the first time, it would be one they 
would never forget.  
It was the 4 July around six a.m. and they had already 
arrived at the camp, which conveniently wasn’t too far away 
from the woods as they would need to collect kindle in order 
to start a fire. They had all had a long day and decided to 
have an early night. As it was getting dark, Lilly and Rose 
decided to fetch the wood while Sam stayed at the camp. 
As they went further into the woods, they separated. The 
further they got, the more it seemed like it was getting 
darker: the wind was howling a painful tune, which sounded 
unbelievingly similar to a female scream. 
Lilly was starting to hear a familiar voice; it sounded like 
Rose. Lily began running closer to her voice until finally they 
met up with each other and decided to go back to the camp 
and pick up kindle as they went along. Once they reached the 

camp, everything seemed a bit more eerie; as they got closer they saw traces of a suspicious looking substance that looked 
like blood, which led to the canal. The girls were concerned about Sam; they decided to ollect something that could defend 
them. 
As they went closer to the canal, they could see a black rubbish bag in the shape of a body. The girls collapsed down on their 
knees and started crying their eyes out. A few moments later, the bushes started to rustle; then to their shock and relief, Sam 
jumped out at them telling them that she was only joking and was trying to get revenge for being left alone for so long. 

The end 

- Joy Mpepi (Year 7)

Japanese Poetry - Tanka
Tanka is a special type of poetry which is Japanese in origin. It is similar to a haiku in the sense that its main rules are based n 
the number of syllables in a line. In a haiku the first line has 5 syllables; the second line has 7 syllables and the third line has 5 
syllables. However a Tanka has five lines: the first has 5 syllables; the second has 7 syllables; the third has 5 syllables and the 
fourth and fifth lines both have 7 syllables. Below are some examples, perhaps you can guess which place each Tanka is trying 
to depict? 
- Tazmin Sloat (Year 9)

    A bustling city,
    Tis a country’s capital,
                  C Certainly diverse,
    History meets the future,
    Tis natural but tainted.

  It is popular,
  With golden and blue ribbons
  Ice cream is common,
  Many happy memories,
  Washed away by the ocean

  Full of history,
  The ghosts of terror lurk here,
  Lost souls wander here,
  Lives wasted, battling for pride
  This place tells us their stories
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You Can Save The World
Adverts: Great, aren’t they? At least once, you must have experienced the mid-television-show ads that test even the 
patience of a saint. Even more frustrating than that, is that they seem to be about law firms or some random product that 
your local supermarket doesn’t stock anyway, and so we constantly ask ourselves ‘Why do adverts even exist?’. 
I am as guilty as anyone of doing this, however recently when I was revising to my YouTube mix, I found myself listening in 
eager anticipation to an advert. This rarity consisted of a YouTuber encouraging the human race to use resources in a more 
sustainable way, for example; spending less time in the shower, switch electricity off, use a bike instead of driving, litter 
picking and recycling plastic. The videos message was that if we young people, all two billion of us, do these little things that 
take ‘six seconds’, we can save the world. 
This is a terrific idea but can you see two billion people making this effort, even if it’s a small one? It’s unlikely - but what if 
they do? What if, by all working together, we changed the world? By doing this it would be the largest collection of positive 
acts in human history.
Just take six seconds to think about that. 

- Hannah Birch (Year10)

      #littlebylittle

Beowulf’s Successor – Will He Succeed?
It has only been a week since Beowulf died, and now I have been crowned king of Heorot. I have been ruling fairly in memory 
of Beowulf. I don’t have any idea when I am going to get over his traumatic death, but I hope it is soon. I have had restless 
nights thinking about him, which is making it harder to rule this great kingdom he left behind. I have heard people talking 
about him, saying he was the best king ever, and no one could be better, which is what he would want to hear, but makes my 
position difficult. I have been waiting for a quest or an adventure just to prove myself to them. I will fight any evil that comes 
our way. 
…
A year has now gone by and no evil has dared to attack the kingdom of Heorot. Until today.
I am getting ready to battle a huge, monstrous beast that has decided to terrorise the citizens of Heorot. I need an army and 
I’ll have to assemble one in the next day otherwise Heorot is doomed.
…
I have assembled the army but there has been no sight of the beast. We are going to have to go to its lair. 
Finally, we are here; it’s taken us an hour. Someone trod on a stick: a monstrous roar came from the cave. We entered. The 
footsteps of the monster echoed throughout the dark, damp, cave. It came towards us slowly. Limping and growling it gave an 
ear-deafening roar. It was so loud it knocked us off our feet. 
Half my army fled the cave and ran back to the kingdom. The other half hid behind rocks, and a swarm of bats came flying into 
my face. The monster appeared from the darkness with a mighty roar. The army ran for the hills. I was the only one left. I went 
charging at the terrifying beast and sliced the tail off its body it let out an ear piercing screech. It knocked me off my feet 
with its mighty hands and my whole world went dark.
Am I descending into oblivion?     

- Alfie Whitby (Year 7)     
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Changing Attitudes To Achievements
Like many, I’m the first person when it gets awkward to start discussing the weather, 
I mean who doesn’t? Casually bumping into someone and mumbling something along 
the lines of ‘Oh, isn’t that sun nice for a change?’ or ‘I can’t cope, it’s so unbearable’, 
is the stereotypical British habit we are all guilty of doing, and quite frankly, I think it 
puts us to shame.
There are places in the world such as regions in Africa, that aren’t fortunate enough 
to have an education system like ours. There are also regions in Africa, that aren’t 
fortunate enough to have a less extreme climate such as ours; therefore, we have the 
ability to have many more interesting conversations preferably not about the weather. 
So next time you go to moan about the weather: don’t! 
There is a point to this article - we all have incredible talents, so why don’t we use 
them? As a generation we should be proud to share our achievements. There are so 
many of us achieving academically, in sports and in the community, and yet we don’t 
share our pride. Admittedly an increasing number of young people are suffering from 
mental health issues, so naturally there’s going to be a lack of self-confidence. 
How can we change this?
Here at the Ram, we thought we could create a ‘positivity wall’.
Our positivity wall could include mini-stories of self-confident experiences, things you could be proud of and even photos or 
memes you find positive or encouraging, if you which this can be done anonymously. 
Let’s change our boring conversations about the weather to interesting and inspiring conversations about our achievements - 
together we can beat our mental health barriers. 
What are you waiting for? Send in your positivity!
- Hannah Birch (Year 10)

Over six weeks from January to March, two Year Nine students attended six Mathematics Masterclasses at KEGS (King 
Edward Grammar School) located in Chelmsford. Sessions were held every Saturday and each session was led by a specialist 
in that area of Maths, as every session was on a different type of Maths that isn’t necessarily taught in Secondary School. 
These leaders were very respectable, as they came from quite a few high-ranked places, such as the Professor from 
Cambridge University and a woman from the Royal Institution located in London itself. 
The first session was about Cryptography, focusing on the history of Cryptography/coding, before moving on to problem-
solving and the different types of codes, and how many possibilities there are of each different type of code. Some 
communicative codes are so secretive that you write the message in one code and you must read and respond to it in another. 
The second session was about Mathematical Modelling – looking at Conway’s Game of Life and then using its principles 
and applying it to a real-life situation. We then plotted the spread of a wild fire in different conditions using probability, the 
conditions being normal, hot and dry, cold and damp and windy. 
The third session was on Logarithms – looking at the basics and then applying our newly-gained knowledge to some problems. 
This one was quite tricky, but the challenge made the whole session a lot more beneficial and fun. The fourth session was on 
Möbius strips and Euclidean space – the Möbius strip can be determined as having only one side, which can be manipulated 
without cutting it – instead you simply twist it and stick each end together. Eventually when you add more than one strip you 
can make knots, which are very interesting, as the more strips you add the bigger the amount of combinations you can get. 
The fifth session (which was originally postponed due to bad weather) was all about Least Cost Routing, which at first sounds 
quite boring, but quickly becomes a lot more interesting when you can apply it to everyday problems, and when you can apply 
it to space travel. Of course, when using real-life examples the whole business becomes a lot more difficult, as not only do you 
have to use distance to work out the easier/cheapest route, you must consider prices of things and the time it takes to travel 
the distance stated. Last, but certainly not least, the sixth session was focusing on fractals and Pascal’s triangle – two pieces 
of fascinating maths that can be explained much more easily using a demonstration rather than trying to explain it in words. 
These Masterclasses are a once in a lifetime opportunity, so if you are lucky enough to be invited to them, please do take 
part, it will open your mind just that tiny bit more and are worth the six Saturdays they occupy. Also, your problems skills are 
pushed to the limit with amazing challenges, and at the end, you get invited to a celebratory session at the Royal Institution 
in London. 
- Tazmin Sloat (Year9)

Year 9 Mathematics Masterclasses
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Ramsey Ronald
Dear Ramsey Ronald,
I’m really concerned about a school trip coming up because I don’t want to be sat on my own on the bus. Other people have 
far worse problems than my own, I know, but I just can’t stop thinking about the trip being ruined before I even get there. I’m 
only in Year 7 and I’m lucky in that I’ve made lots of friends, but at the same time we’ve got an odd number in our friendship 
group, hence I’m alone. We didn’t even discuss the seating plan in a fair way, they just decided it amongst themselves, leaving 
me alone. We all get along fine, I guess they just didn’t want to be on their own and I’m not a first choice, that isn’t the 
problem though. 
I’m just kind of feeling a bit nervous to go on the trip sitting alone because what if I get sat next to a teacher or someone I 
don’t like? I’d be so unhappy for the whole day! I do have this one friend… but my friends don’t really like her so that wouldn’t 
work. Please advise me on how I can not be stuck with someone I literally can’t stand. 

Hello,
No one problem is any less a problem than another one. If it upsets you, which this clearly does, then it’s important. 
Understandably someone had to sit alone in your group, don’t take it personally or overthink the fact that it was you. This is 
a friend you’re talking about, even if your friends don’t like them, why don’t you try asking them? Your friends aren’t the ones 
sitting alone; you are. If you don’t want to sit alone or end up sitting next to someone you don’t like, then you are the one who 
needs to take control of the situation and do something. On the other hand though, 
how long is your journey? If you’re only on the bus for half an hour, does it really 
matter who you sit next to?
Don’t worry, and if there’s a deeper orry taking hold of you relating to your friends 
and the fact they didn’t choose you to sit with, then just speak to them because 
it was probably just an innocent decision; the worst thing you can do is to think 
there’s an ulterior motive behind their decision and upset yourself.
Enjoy your trip!

The Ramsey Ronald
 

Take a look at the phots below. Can you come up with a caption to describe what you see, what they are thinking or doing?
Why not email your captions one for each photograph over to Miss Siseman, the best will be printed in the next edition of the 
Ram.

Good Luck

Caption This! Competition


