
Curriculum Catch Up Statements for English 

 
Year 7: In Year 6, students have missed preparation for KS2 tests, including work on key reading skills 
including those of decoding, inference and using context to explore meaning. They have missed 
practising these aspects in relation to non-fiction and fiction, including opportunities to reinforce 
understanding and confidence through discussion of what they have read. This will be caught up 
through use of a range of different texts alongside focused reading for understanding, confidence 
and development of ideas. A sustained and rigorous focus on reading will lead to improved 
awareness of grammar constructions, punctuation and spelling, areas missed from KS2 test 
preparation. The baseline tests for Year 7 will be replaced with Baseline Secondary Writing which 
will give us a useful insight into pupils’ different starting points and further areas requiring support. 
Students have missed guidance and practice in extended writing, including writing in full sentences. 
Writing in full sentences will be a core focus of all writing activities in the Autumn term. Planning and 
talk for writing will form the basis for approaching structure of written pieces and students will use a 
range of writing on which to model and base their own writing. This will work hand-in-hand with the 
approaches to reading in order to maximise impact. Individual students identified as not making 
progress will be targeted for intervention. Mastery sheets in exercise books will be used to make 
ongoing assessment of progress. During the Autumn term, identified assessments will take place 
twice each half term to gauge progress and inform next steps. One half hour per fortnight to be 
dedicated to the development of reading stamina, confidence and enjoyment with close focus on 
use of the reading log (linked to achievement award) and opportunities to read aloud to support 
staff and each other. One half hour to focus on non-fiction focus related to global issue (curricular 
enrichment focus). This broadening of view will enable students to catch up on opportunities to 
relate to the wider world that have been missed in Year 6.  
 
 Covid 19 Catch up plans and amendments in red 
 

Year 7 Autumn Term 1 English Narrative Beginnings 

What are we 
learning?  

What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look like?  What additional 
resources  

are available?  
Narrative beginnings – 
reading and writing for 
different purposes.  
Targeted focus on 
reading actively and 
linking written 
outcomes to the texts 
studied will address the 
gaps that many 
students may have in 
literacy skills. 
Homework focused on 
key vocabulary and 
understanding of 
writers’ techniques will 
reinforce knowledge 
and build confidence in 
reading and writing.  
  
Fortnightly focus on the 
wider world – Plastic 

Knowledge: Knowledge of 

narrative techniques, 
terminology and descriptive 
approaches. Knowledge of 
the conventions of writing 
prose including layout and 
structure. Knowledge of key 
factors in technical accuracy 
including capital letters, full 
stops, semi colons, question 
marks and exclamations 
marks.   
Understanding of the impact 
of techniques used by 
writers to describe and 
narrate.  Non-fiction and 
fiction will be covered this 
half term.  Restoring 
enjoyment of, and 
confidence in, reading and 

Students’ writing is interesting to 
read and makes good 
sense. Students use full sentences 
and features of the set writing form 
in their writing and 
engage their reader through choice of 
topic and tone.  
Students use a wide and increasingly 
relevant vocabulary. Support with 
vocabulary is provided via starter 
activities, guided reading and 
homework tasks.  
Students can use ellipsis, colons and 
apostrophes to make their writing 
clear and effective. They are careful 
to choose precise alternative words 
from a thesaurus in order to create an 
effect. 
Students confidently and deliberately 
choose sentences for purpose, impact 
and to engage their target reader. 

Library use and 
engagement. 
Liaison with 
librarians about 
borrowing books 
and use of 
READING CLOUD  
 
  
Availability of co-
educator/TA in 
some lessons. 
Targeted support 
reviewed 
regularly.  
 
BBC Bitesize 
resources and 
catch up specific 
resources for use 
in small groups.  



study to accompany 
extended reading 
session. One half hour 
of each. Focused on 
discussion, reflection 
and non-fiction analysis 
of key theme – 
pollution.   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

writing will be a priority in 
this first half term.  
Homework will reflect a 
focus on reinforcing key 
vocabulary and its meaning 
and application.  

Skills in reading and writing 

fiction and non-fiction for 
different purposes. Writing 
in full sentences and 
proofreading for clarity and 
meaning will be priorities. 
Planning for writing will be 
taught actively.  
Speaking and listening 
– reading aloud for effect 
and the use of dialogue as 
part of narrative 
presentation.  Talking about 
what they have read and 
what they could write will be 
a prominent focus for the 
term’s work.  
  
GCSE link  
English Language Paper 1   
English Language Paper 2   

Reading 

 The quotations chosen are always 
the best ones from the text to prove 
points. These are often embedded in 
sentences. Students can identify 
different layers of meaning in a text 
with some detailed explanation.  
 
Students can explore the issues and 
messages in the text and how 
successful the writer has been at 
putting these across to the reader.  
 
Students can read for a sustained 
period, understanding what they 
have read.  

  
  

Year 7 Autumn Term 2 English 20th Century Prose Study 

What are we 
learning?  

What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look 
like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  
How to read and study a 
Twentieth Century novel 
as a whole text.   
Texts include: ‘The 
Outsiders’, ‘Wonder’, 
‘Cirque Du Freak’ and 
‘Private Peaceful’.  
We teach and cover the 
conventions of writing 
about Literature, 
selecting evidence and 
using quotations, 
reading aloud and 
dialogue.  
Reading for inference 
and pleasure.   

 

Writing continues as an 
explicit skill to develop 
alongside reading focus. 
Students keep a log on 
characters and ideas 

Knowledge of narrative 
content and characters, 
themes and structure. 
Contextual knowledge where 
appropriate e.g. WW1 for 
‘Private Peaceful’  
Understanding how writers 
create effects and characters, 
including development and 
use of dialogue.   
Skills in writing critically for 
effect and to demonstrate 
understanding and personal 
response. Journal style writing 
to incorporate reflection on 
what has been read and the 
direction of story and 
characters.  
Homework linked to key 
vocabulary and reinforcement 
of key skills and 
understanding.  

 Students are easily able to 

write a lot about a little-
writing at least 4 sentences 
about chosen quotations, 
using single word 
analysis. They can use a wide 
range of linguistic 
terminology 
accurately. They can also 
write about alternative 
interpretations of the text.  
Students are able to explore 
the issues and messages in 
the text and how successful 
the writer has been at 
putting these across to the 
reader.  
Students are able to weave 
information about when and 
why a text was written 
into their analysis instead of 
just bolting it on to the end.  

Library use and 
engagement. Liaison 
with librarians about 
borrowing books and 
use of READING CLOUD.  

 
Availability of co-
educator/TA in some 
lessons. Targeted 
support reviewed 
regularly.  
 
BBC Bitesize resources 
and catch up specific 
resources for use in 
small groups. 



related to their novel. 
Talk for learning a 
priority to boost 
confidence and develop 
analysis. Full sentences 
continue to be 
reinforced and taught, 
aiming to increase the 
consistency in accuracy.   

  
Selection of novel to be 
taught discussed with 
mentor or AW to 
confirm suitability for 
group.  

  
Fortnightly focus on the 
planets as non-fiction 
focus. Students to reflect 
on their own place in the 
universe and how 
exploration relates to 
them. Opportunities for 
discussion and 
developing 
metacognition skills.  

  
  
  
  

Speaking and listening – 
reading aloud for effect and 
discussion of characters and 
themes to promote oracy and 
confidence in 
analysis.  Reinforcement of key 
vocabulary related to learning 
e.g. characterisation and the 
idea that characters are 
constructs and not real people.  
  
GCSE link  
English Literature Paper 2  
English Language Paper 1  
 
 
  

The quotations students 

choose are always the best 
ones from the text to prove 
the point students are  
making. These are often 
embedded in students’ 
sentences. I can identify 
different layers of meaning 
in a text with some 
detailed explanation. 

 
Students’ writing is obviously 
planned thoroughly with a 
definite strong opening and 
ending. It is accurately 
paragraphed and uses 
connectives to help guide 
the reader.  

MG  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 8: In Year 7, students missed consolidation of key skills linked to specific schemes of work that 
were not completed in split group arrangements. Students missed the chance to develop their 



analytical responses to poetry and to write in a sustained way for different purposes and audiences.  
These students have also missed opportunities to discuss and develop their responses to extended 
reading and to be exposed to a wide range of texts. Reading aloud to develop confidence has been 
missed, resulting in loss of opportunities to build confidence and understanding, as well as to make a 
cogent argument, either verbally or in writing. Students had begun to enhance a range of planning 
skills which would consistently have been deployed in writing scenarios. A sustained and rigorous 
focus on reading will lead to improved awareness of grammar constructions, punctuation and 
spelling, areas missed from Year 7 consolidation of knowledge and understanding through practice. 
Autumn term assessments will provide insight into pupils’ progress and further areas requiring 
support. Students have missed guidance and practice in extended writing, including writing in full 
sentences. Writing in full sentences will be a core focus of all writing activities in the Autumn term. 
Planning and talk for writing, development of approaches to reading text and a focus on analytical 
and summary skills will be priorities. Reading will focus on building personal interpretation and a 
sense of context. Mastery sheets in exercise books will be used to make ongoing assessment of 
progress. During the Autumn term, identified assessments will take place twice each half term to 
gauge progress and inform next steps. One half hour per fortnight to be dedicated to the 
development of reading stamina, confidence and enjoyment with close focus on use of the reading 
log (linked to achievement award) and opportunities to read aloud to support staff and each other. 
One half hour to focus on non-fiction focus related to global issue (curricular enrichment focus). This 
broadening of view will enable students to catch up on opportunities to relate to the wider world 
that have been missed in Year 7.   
 
 Covid 19 Catch up plans and amendments in red 
 

Year 8 Autumn Term 1 English British Myths and Legends Anthology 

What are we 
learning?  

What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look like?  What additional 
resources  

are available?  
Myths and Legends 
from the British Isles. 
Targeted focus on 
reading actively and 
using stories as a 
stimulus for personal 
response and creative 
outcomes. Stories 
studied in the 
anthology will build on 
work done at the start 
of Year 7 in Narrative 
beginnings and will 
offer extension 
opportunities related to 
narrative structure and 
social, cultural and 
historical contexts. 
Research skills will build 
students’ independent 
learning and 
metacognitive skills. 
Homework focused on 
key vocabulary and 
understanding of 
writers’ techniques will 

Knowledge: Knowledge of 

narrative techniques, British 
folk tales, terminology and 
approaches to analysis. 
Develop understanding of 
conventions of prose 
including structural aspects.   
Knowledge of key factors in 
technical accuracy including 
revision of capital letters, 
full stops, semi colons, 
question marks, brackets, 
dialogue and exclamations 
marks.   
Understanding of the impact 
of techniques used by 
writers to describe, 
characterise and 
narrate.  Non-fiction and 
fiction will be covered this 
half term.  Restoring 
enjoyment of, and 
confidence in, reading and 
writing will be a priority in 
this first half term.  

 Reading: Students’ analysis is both 
personal and sophisticated. Students 
write and talk fluently about other 
possible interpretations and 
meanings.  
Students reflect deeply on, and take 
risks when discussing, writer’s intent 
and influences. They evaluate the 
impact on themselves as readers.  
Students discuss and question 
linguistic techniques as a natural part 
of analysis. They explore original and 
personal responses to language 
choices.  

Writing: Students’ vocabulary is 
consistently well-chosen, and they 
can exercise good judgement when 
making more complex language 
choices.  
Students’ writing is engaging and 
interesting. It always shows an 
understanding of, and 
engagement with, the task and topic. 
Increasingly the context of the text is 

Library use and 
engagement. 
Liaison with 
librarians about 
borrowing books 
and use of 
READING CLOUD  
 
  
Availability of co-
educator/TA in 
some lessons. 
Targeted support 
reviewed 
regularly.  
 
BBC Bitesize 
resources and 
catch up specific 
resources for use 
in small groups. 

 
Use of Oak 
Academy Online 



reinforce knowledge 
and build confidence in 
reading and writing.  
  
Fortnightly focus on the 
wider world – 
Sustainability.  Theme 
to accompany extended 
reading session. One 
half hour of each. 
Focused on discussion, 
reflection and non-
fiction analysis.   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Homework will reflect a 
focus on reinforcing key 
vocabulary and its meaning 
and application.  

Skills in reading and writing 

fiction and non-fiction for 
different purposes. Skills of 
analysis, summary and 
inference will be practised. 
Writing in full sentences and 
proofreading to be revisited 
and using text as stimulus to 
develop personal responses.  
Speaking and listening 
– reading aloud for effect 
and the use of dialogue as 
part of narrative 
presentation.  Talking about 
what they have read and 
what they could write will be 
a prominent focus for the 
term’s work.  
  
GCSE link  
English Language Paper 1   
English Language Paper 2   

evident in written responses to 
narrative.   

lessons where 
relevant.   

  
  

Year 8 Autumn Term 2 English Pre 20th Century Prose text 
What are we learning?  What knowledge, 

understanding  
and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look 
like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  
How to approach the study of 
a complete 19th century novel 
including genre aspects, 
context and reading for 
pleasure and confidence.   
E.G. ‘Treasure Island’ or ‘War 
of the Worlds’  
How to read aloud for effect 
and how to read silently for 
different levels of meaning and 
understanding. How to apply 
context to understanding of 
the novel. Personal 
interpretation.   

 

Writing continues as an explicit 
skill to develop alongside 
reading focus. Students keep a 
log on characters, ideas and 
contextual details related to 
their studied novel. Talk for 
learning a priority to boost 
confidence and develop 

Knowledge – social, 
literary, historical and 
cultural context.   
Understanding – character, 
theme, tone, genre, 
structure.   
Skills – insight; analysis; 
nuance; inference; reading 
for meaning; skimming; 
scanning; vocabulary 
acquisition; academic 
writing; comparative skills; 
use and embedding of 
quotations. Selection of 
quotation 
judiciously selected for 
intent.  Journal style writing 
to incorporate reflection on 
what has been read and the 
direction of story and 
characters.  
Homework linked to key 
vocabulary and 

Reading: students embed 
quotations to help the 
reader follow their 
arguments. They can begin 
to develop a full 
interpretation of the text, 
tease out meaning or weigh 
up evidence.  
Students’ wider reading 
and enrichment work helps 
them to evaluate how the 
time in which the piece was 
written influences both its 
publication and reception.  
Students’ comparative 
paragraphs are fluent and 
show both depth and 
breadth of knowledge of 
different parts of the text 
studied.  
 
Writing: students’ work is 
well-planned, and their use 

Library use and 
engagement. Liaison 
with librarians 
about borrowing 
books and use of 
READING CLOUD.  

 
Availability of co-
educator/TA in 
some lessons. 
Targeted support 
reviewed regularly.  
 
BBC Bitesize 
resources and catch 
up specific 
resources for use in 
small groups. 

 
Use of Oak Academy 
Online lessons 
where relevant.   



analysis. Full sentences 
continue to be reinforced and 
taught, aiming to increase the 
consistency in accuracy.  
Punctuation is a key focus of 
written answers, with 
importance placed on variety 
and accuracy.  

  
Selection of novel to be taught 
discussed with mentor or AW 
to confirm suitability for group.  

  
Fortnightly focus on modern 
slavery as non-fiction focus. 
Opportunities for discussion 
and developing metacognition 
skills.  

  
  
  
  

reinforcement of key skills 
and understanding.  
 
 

English Literature Paper 1.  
English Language Paper 2  

  
Speaking and listening – 
reading aloud for effect and 
discussion of characters, 
themes, tone and context to 
promote oracy and 
confidence in 
analysis.  Reinforcement of 
key vocabulary related to 
learning e.g. 
characterisation and the 
relationship between myths 
and legends and historical 
fact.  
  
GCSE link  
English Literature Paper 1  
English Language Papers 
1 and 2. 
 
 
  

of connectives helps it to 
move logically and with 
felicity. Writing maintains 
the reader’s interest. 
Students craft paragraphs 
deliberately for effect. 
 
Students use sophisticated 
punctuation accurately to 
shape their sentences and 
enhance the accuracy of 
meaning; lapses are rare 
even with the most 
complex punctuation 
marks.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9: In Year 8, students missed consolidation of key skills linked to specific schemes of work that 
were not completed in split group arrangements.  Students missed opportunities to complete work 
on several schemes of learning and, while this was addressed through specially designed new 



schemes, opportunities to write at length about text and from personal experience were missed for 
many students. They also missed opportunities to read widely from a range of genre. Additionally, 
vocabulary learning was limited, especially in terms of developing wider personal lexical range and in 
terms of metalanguage and technical vocabulary. Students had accessed pre 20th century prose via 
the study of text in the Autumn term and the challenge of these texts will form a foundation for 
study of the Gothic Genre in the first half term, leading into study of 20thcentury prose in the second 
half term. The use of the Gothic Anthology will target students’ skills of reflection and analysis and 
should renew their interest and enjoyment in exciting stories by a range of writers. They will 
combine reading and writing skills, building from more accessible stories such as ‘The Monkey’s Paw’ 
to challenging texts such as ‘The Castle of Otranto’. They will be encouraged to reflect on writers’ 
choices of language, form and structure and to consider the context of each piece of writing studied. 
Reading aloud to develop confidence has been missed, resulting in loss of opportunities to build 
confidence and understanding, as well as to make a cogent argument, either verbally or in writing. 
They will build on planning skills and look at ways in which comparisons can be made between texts. 
This work was started at the end of the Summer term when stories were compared and where 
possible, these approaches will be used as springboards for comparative study. Use of carefully 
chosen connectives will add to exploration of how writers use different sentence types and lengths 
to create effects. Analysis, deconstruction of text and use of modelling to support writing will build 
confidence and enable students to develop not only their responses to text, but also creative 
outcomes. Reading will focus on reinforcing strategies for working out meaning and building 
resilience when reading challenging text. Personal reading will incorporate use of the reading log 
and will hold a core expectation of self-challenge. interpretation and a sense of context. Mastery 
sheets in exercise books will be used to make ongoing assessment of progress. During the Autumn 
term, identified assessments will take place twice each half term to gauge progress and inform next 
steps. One half hour per fortnight to be dedicated to the development of reading stamina, 
confidence and enjoyment with close focus on use of the reading log (linked to achievement award. 
One half hour to focus on non-fiction focus related to global issue (curricular enrichment focus). This 
broadening of view will enable students to catch up on opportunities to relate to the wider world 
that have been missed in Year 8.   
 
 Covid 19 Catch up plans and amendments in red 
 

Year 9 Autumn Term 1 English Gothic 

What are we 
learning?  

What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look like?  What additional 
resources  

are available?  
Gothic fiction and non- 
fiction. 
Targeted focus on 
reading actively and 
using extracts as a basis 
for analysis, evaluation 
and summary skills as 
well as personal 
response and creative 
outcomes. Students will 
study a mixture of non-
fiction and fiction from 
the anthology and will 
be offered 
opportunities to extend 
their genre study as 
deemed appropriate by 

Knowledge: Knowledge of 

genre and the background 
to the gothic genre as a 
body of work. Develop 
approaches to reading 
gothic fiction and non-
fiction and the key features 
of gothic texts. Gothic 
terminology studied and 
approaches to analysis and 
reader interface. Develop 
understanding of 
conventions of gothic prose, 
including linguistic and 
structural aspects.   
Knowledge of key factors in 
technical accuracy including 

 Reading: Students’ analysis is 
personal, showing a clear individual 
viewpoint. Their ideas are original 
and sophisticated. They write fluently 
about other possible interpretations 
and meanings. They demonstrate 
resilience when approaching analysis 
of challenging texts.  
Students reflect deeply on writers’ 
intent and influences and evaluate 
the impact on themselves as readers. 
They also consider how the text may 
impact other readers dependent on 
context.  
Students’ wider reading and 
understanding of critical analysis 
helps them to evaluate how the time 

Library use and 
engagement. 
Liaison with 
librarians about 
borrowing books 
and use of 
READING CLOUD  
 
  
Availability of co-
educator/TA in 
some lessons. 
Targeted support 
reviewed 
regularly.  
 



the teacher and 
student. Homework 
focused on key 
vocabulary and 
understanding of 
writers’ techniques will 
reinforce knowledge 
and build confidence in 
reading and writing.  
  
Fortnightly focus on the 
wider world – 
Sustainability.  Theme 
to accompany extended 
reading session. One 
half hour of each. 
Focused on discussion, 
reflection and non-
fiction analysis.   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

revision of commas, semi 
colons, question marks, 
brackets, dialogue and 
exclamations marks.  Capital 
letters to be revisited if 
necessary.  
Understanding of the impact 
of techniques used by gothic 
writers to describe, 
characterise, narrate and 
symbolise.   

Skills in reading and writing 

fiction and non-fiction 
specific to genre study. Skills 
of analysis, summary, 
inference and evaluation 
will be revised and 
introduced. Homework will 
reflect a focus on reinforcing 
key vocabulary and its 
meaning and application as 
well as research skills.  
Writing in full sentences and 
proofreading to be revisited. 
Creative writing will take 
place alongside analytical 
writing to build skills in both 
areas.   
Speaking and listening 
– reading aloud for effect 
and building reading 
resilience with a view to 
approaching challenging 
texts.  
  
GCSE link  
English Literature 
Papers 1 and 2  
English Language Paper 1   

in which the text was written 
influences both its publication and 
reception.  
Students’ comparative paragraphs are 
fluent and show both depth and 
breadth of knowledge of both texts 
studied. Students increasingly do not 
separate out the two texts, but 
discuss them alongside one another, 
showing a complex understanding of 
the similarities and differences 
between writers, techniques and 
context.  

Writing: Students’ work is well-
planned, and their use of interesting, 
relevant and varied connectives helps 
with the structure and meaning of the 
piece as well as to maintain interest. 
Students craft paragraphs 
deliberately for effect, sequencing 
their work in a way that engages the 
reader and guides them through their 
writing.  
Sentences are crafted for maximum 
effect in students’ writing.  
  

BBC Bitesize 
resources and 
catch up specific 
resources for use 
in small groups. 

 
Use of Oak 
Academy Online 
lessons where 
relevant.   

  
  

Year 9 Autumn Term 2 English Pre 20th Century Prose text 
What are we 

learning?  
What knowledge, 

understanding  
and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look 
like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  
How to approach the 
study of a 
complete Post 20th 
Century novel including 
genre aspects, 
context and reading for 
pleasure and 
confidence.   
E.G. ‘Stone Cold’, ‘Of 
Mice and Men’, ‘Z for 

Knowledge – social, 
literary, historical and 
cultural context of text 
chosen.  
Understanding – character, 
theme, tone, genre, language 
choices and structure.   
Skills – insight; analysis; 
nuance; inference; reading 
for meaning; skimming; 

Reading: Students discuss 
linguistic techniques as a 
natural part of their analysis. 
This may also include multiple 
interpretations of single word 
choices and effects of phrases 
and constructions. Students 
explore original and personal 
responses to language and 
structural choices, giving 

Library use and 
engagement. Liaison 
with librarians about 
borrowing books and 
use of READING 
CLOUD.  

 
Availability of co-
educator/TA in some 
lessons. Targeted 



Zachariah’, ‘To Kill a 
Mockingbird’ or ‘Roll of 
Thunder, Hear My Cry’.  
How to read for 
different purposes and 
develop GCSE skills 
related to 
understanding, 
characterisation, 
effects, form, structure 
and context. Develop 
speed and resilience in 
reading.   
Develop the ability to 
respond personally to 
text in an increasingly 
academic way.  
Writing develops 
response to literary text 
covered in the work on 
gothic genre study. 
Students learn to plan 
and write GCSE style 
essays in response to 
differentiated, and 
sometimes scaffolded, 
questions (dependent 
on ability and progress).  

  
Selection of novel to be 
taught discussed with 
mentor, MG or AW to 
confirm suitability for 
group.  

  
Fortnightly focus on the 
Space Race as non-
fiction emphasis. 
Opportunities for 
discussion and 
developing 
metacognition skills.  

  
  
  
  

scanning; vocabulary 
acquisition; academic writing; 
comparative skills; use and 
development of embedding 
in use of 
quotations. Selection of 
quotation 
judiciously made for 
intent. Evaluative skills 
applied. Journal style writing 
to incorporate reflection on 
what has been read and the 
direction of story and 
characters.  
Creative writing to engage 
interest e.g. alternative 
endings, point of view pieces.  
Homework linked to key 
vocabulary and to include 
defined reading of the set 
text.  
 
 

English Literature Paper 2.  
English Language Papers 1 
and 2  

  
Speaking and listening – 
reading aloud for effect and 
discussion of characters, 
themes, tone and context to 
promote oracy and 
confidence in 
analysis.  Reinforcement of 
key vocabulary related to 
analysis and evaluation.   
  
GCSE link  
English Literature Paper 2  
English Language Paper 1  
 
 
  

insights into alternative 
viewpoints.  
Students embed quotations 
consistently throughout, 
guiding the reader through 
their arguments. They can 
confidently develop a full 
interpretation of the text, 
tease out meaning or weigh 
up evidence. This may include 
quotations that are precise, 
single word choices.  
Students reflect deeply on 
writers’ intent and influences 
and evaluate the impact on 
themselves as readers. They 
can also consider how the text 
may impact other readers, 
dependent on context.  
Writing: Students’ writing is 
flawless and always shows 
complete understanding of, 
and engagement with, the 
task and topic. Students 
develop their writing. There 
are few mistakes in 
spellings, including highly 
complex words and 
homophones. Students use 
sophisticated punctuation 
accurately to shape their 
sentences. There are few 
punctuation errors even when 
using colons, parenthesis 
and dashes.  
 

  

support reviewed 
regularly.  
 
BBC Bitesize resources 
and catch up specific 
resources for use in 
small groups. 

 
Use of Oak Academy 
Online lessons where 
relevant.   

 
Film versions of texts 
to reinforce 
understanding and 
promote enjoyment 
and interest.  

 

 

 

Year 10: Year 9 students missed opportunities to work on poems from the GCSE Anthology ‘Power 

and Conflict’ collection in depth and did not cover as many of the poems as would normally be 

expected. They were unable to practise and discuss approaches to planning and writing about poetry 

with a sustained, analytical approach. Fewer than half the poems have been studied on Teams. 



Moreover, students did not have access to the usual modelling and sharing of annotation key to 

analysis and response to poetry. Students have also missed exam style assessments designed to 

prepare them for GCSE rigour and assessment. Comprehensive emphasis on the poems not covered 

in Year 9, alongside focused revision of poems that were covered will enable students to gain an 

effective understanding of the anthology and its contents in preparation for GCSE. Furthermore, this 

will enable revision and new learning of key technical language and analytical skills. Students missed 

out on opportunities to build on essay writing skills and this will be a focus of the first half term, 

alongside some thematic work linked to the English Language Paper 1 skills and an assessment on 

these. Following study of the poems, students will study ‘Macbeth’ as this is likely to be compulsory 

if the exam boards take steps to reduce the content of English Literature exams. Students will build 

on their knowledge of ‘Hamlet’, using the nature of tragedy as a way into ‘Macbeth’. Homework will 

focus on vocabulary study, knowledge consolidation and independent research skills. Identified 

assessments during the course of the two autumn half terms will provide progress updates and 

identify areas for intervention and development. Students will be reviewed for intervention regularly 

and will have opportunities to revise and consolidate key skills related to reading poetry and 

Shakespeare and to complete elements of English Language study using interleaved starters. 

Interleaving starters will feature in every lesson from the start of term.  

Covid 19 Catch up plans and amendments in red 
 

Year 10 Autumn Term 1 Poetry of Power and Conflict/Writing skills 

What are we 
learning?  

What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look like?  What additional 
resources  

are available?  
Poetry of Power and 
Conflict from the AQA 
anthology. Poems to 
revise: ‘Ozymandias’, 
‘London’, ‘Poppies’, 
‘The Emigree’, ‘Storm 
on the Island’, 
‘Remains’, ‘War 
Photographer’. Other 
poems to be studied 
from scratch. 
Comparative 
approaches to poetry 
including selection of 
poems to write about 
alongside exam 
choices.  
Targeted focus 
vocabulary of analysis 
and how to write 
increasingly on poetry 
using an academic and 
critical style. Students 
will also write pieces for 
English Language Paper 
1 in order to develop 
their narrative and 
descriptive style. They 
will use the techniques 

Knowledge: Knowledge of 

the poems and the context 
in which each one was 
written. Knowledge of the 
key technical terms relating 
to structure, form and 
language and ability to 
apply these to poetry.  

Skills in understanding, 

analysing and responding to 
poetry in comparative and 
evaluative ways.  
Annotation of poetry for 
planning and exploration.  
Planning answers to poetry 
questions and practising 
writing parts or whole 
answers.  
Speaking and listening 
– discussion of poetry. 
Preparation for the Jack 
Petchey Speak Out Training 
in November.   
  
GCSE link  
English Literature Paper 2  
English Language Paper 1   

 Reading:  
literal and inferential 
comprehension: understanding a 
word, phrase or sentence in 
context; exploring aspects of plot, 
characterisation, events and 
settings; distinguishing between 
what is stated explicitly and what 
is implied; explaining motivation, 
sequence of events, and the 
relationship between actions or 
events 
critical reading: identifying the 
theme and distinguishing between 
themes; supporting a point of 
view by referring to evidence in 
the text; recognising the 
possibility of and evaluating 
different responses to a text; 
using understanding of writers’ 
social, historical and cultural 
contexts to inform evaluation; 
making an informed personal 
response that derives from 
analysis and evaluation of the text 
evaluation of a writer’s choice of 
vocabulary, grammatical and 
structural features: analysing and 
evaluating how language, 

Use of revision 
guides and other 
materials to support 
knowledge and 
understanding. 
  
Availability of co-
educator/TA in some 
lessons. Targeted 
support reviewed 
regularly.  
 
BBC Bitesize 
resources and catch 
up specific resources 
for use in small 
groups. 

 
Use of Oak Academy 
Online lessons where 
relevant.   

  



of the poets they are 
studying to create 
effects that impact 
their readers.  
Homework focused on 
key vocabulary and 
understanding of 
writers’ techniques will 
reinforce knowledge 
and build confidence 
and skill.  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

structure, form and presentation 
contribute to quality and impact; 
using linguistic and literary 
terminology for such evaluation  
comparing texts :comparing and 
contrasting texts studied, 
referring where relevant to 
theme, characterisation, context 
(where known), style and literary 
quality; comparing two texts 
critically with respect to the above 
 

Writing: producing clear and 
coherent text: writing effectively 
about literature for a range of 
purposes such as: to describe, 
explain, summarise, argue, 
analyse and evaluate; discussing 
and maintaining a point of view; 
selecting and emphasising key 
points; using relevant quotation 
and using detailed textual 
references • accurate Standard 
English: accurate spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
  

  
  

Year 10 Autumn Term 2 English Shakespeare ‘Macbeth’/Reading skills 

What are we learning?  What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery 
look like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  
Study of ‘Macbeth’.  
 
Develop confidence in 
knowledge and 
understanding as well as 
enjoyment of study.  
GCSE skills related to 
understanding, 
characterisation, effects, 
form, structure and 
context. Develop speed 
and resilience in reading.   
Develop the ability to 
respond personally to text 
in an increasingly 
academic way, relating 
prior knowledge of 
Shakespeare’s concerns to 
this study.  
Focus on writing on Paper 
1. Developing work done 
in the first half term and 
ensuring balance between 
descriptive and narrative 

Knowledge – content, social, 
literary, historical and cultural 
context of text chosen. 
Features of Shakespearian 
tragedy.  
Understanding – character, 
theme, tone, genre, language 
choices and structure.   
Skills – insight; analysis; 
nuance; inference; reading for 
meaning; skimming; scanning; 
vocabulary acquisition; 
academic writing; awareness 
of audience; use and 
development of embedding in 
choice of quotations. Selection 
of quotation 
judiciously made for 
intent. Evaluative skills 
applied.   
Narrative and descriptive 
writing. Planning and 
development of style and 

Reading: See Autumn 
Term 1 
 
Writing:  
See Autumn Term 1. 

 
Additional:  
Write producing clear 
and coherent text: 
writing effectively for 
different purposes and 
audiences: to describe, 
narrate, explain, 
selecting vocabulary, 
grammar, form, and 
structural and 
organisational features 
judiciously to reflect 
audience, purpose and 
context; using language 
imaginatively and 
creatively; maintaining a 
consistent point of view; 

Use of revision guides 
and other materials to 
support knowledge and 
understanding. 

 
Availability of co-
educator/TA in some 
lessons. Targeted support 
reviewed regularly.  
 
BBC Bitesize resources 
and catch up specific 
resources for use in small 
groups. 

 
Use of Oak Academy 
Online lessons where 
relevant.   

 
Film versions of texts to 
reinforce understanding 
and promote enjoyment 
and interest.  



writing and the difference 
between the two.  

 
Homework relates to 
vocabulary learning and 
reinforcement as well as 
research and revision 
tasks.   

  
  
  

understanding of purpose, 
form and audience for writing.  

  
Speaking and listening – 
reading aloud for effect and 
discussion of characters, 
themes, tone and context to 
promote oracy and confidence 
in analysis.  Reinforcement of 
key vocabulary related to 
analysis and evaluation.   
  
GCSE link  
English Literature Paper 1  
English Language Paper 1  
 
 
  

maintaining coherence 
and consistency across a 
text  
• writing for impact: 
selecting, organising 
ideas and key points; 
creating emotional 
impact; using language 
creatively, imaginatively 
and persuasively, 
including rhetorical 
devices (such as 
rhetorical questions, 
antithesis, parenthesis). 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11: Year 10 students missed opportunities to work collaboratively on ‘Macbeth’. They also 

missed opportunities to explore the play as a dramatic text e.g. through the use of reading in class, 

role play and discussion. They also missed opportunities to consolidate knowledge and skills learnt in 

the other components studied over the course of the year and to sit Year 10 exams to test these 

aspects. Study of ‘Macbeth’ must be consolidated upon arrival back in school and this will take the 



form of a 3 week rapid revision programme that will aim to build on the work done by students who 

were fully engaged whilst offering a fast track catch up approach to those who did not engage. This 

will be followed by close concentration on the end of the play (Act 5 that was not covered in the 

summer term). In terms of writing, students will focus on both non-fiction and fiction writing over 

the course of the term with a view to being able to write for different purposes and audiences. This 

marks a modest change in direction from previous years and is designed to address obstacles and 

time lost as a result of the lockdown. Students will see writing as a holistic skill rather than divided 

into separate exam responses. Interleaving will continue to form the starting point for each lesson 

and will keep skills and knowledge cycling through student experience.  Some work done by staff 

that was due for use in the summer term will be deployed in the autumn to address the process of 

writing with a focus on enjoyment and rapid progress in preparation for exams. Mocks will reflect 

this approach. Homework will reflect vocabulary learning and will reinforce key terms and ideas, 

including use of these in practice sentences. Students will cover Unseen texts to build their ability to 

interrogate text and answer GCSE questions on it. These will sometimes have a themed approach 

and will include poetry, non-fiction extracts and fiction extracts. Study will incorporate approaches 

to reading text in exam conditions, annotation skills and how to develop extended answers. Layered 

reading skills will accompany writing skills to build a suite of GCSE approaches. As more information 

is released relating to arrangements for the summer, the department will modify its approach to 

ensure the best way through for students.  

Covid 19 Catch up plans and amendments in red 
 

Year 11 Autumn Term 1 ‘Macbeth’/Writing 

What are we 
learning?  

What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look like?  What additional 
resources  

are available?  
Recap and completion 
of ‘Macbeth’ for Paper 
1 English Literature.  
Gauge and consolidate 
knowledge and 
understanding of work 
done on ‘Macbeth’ on 
Teams.  
Build confidence in 
knowledge and 
understanding as well 
as enjoyment of study 
and small wins through 
interleaving quiz 
approaches at the start 
of each lesson.  
GCSE skills related to 
understanding, 
characterisation, 
effects, form, structure 
and context. Develop 
speed and resilience in 
reading and the ability 
to use quotation and 
select appropriately.  
Develop the ability to 
respond personally to 

Knowledge – content, social, 
literary, historical and 
cultural context of text 
chosen. Features of 
Shakespearian tragedy.  
Understanding – character, 
theme, tone, genre, 
language choices and 
structure.   
Skills – insight; analysis; 
nuance; inference; reading 
for meaning; skimming; 
scanning; vocabulary 
acquisition; academic 
writing; awareness of 
audience; use and 
development of embedding 
in choice of 
quotations. Selection of 
quotation 
judiciously made for 
intent. Evaluative skills 
applied.   
Writing effectively for 
different purposes and 
audiences: to describe, 
narrate, explain, instruct, 

 Reading:  
literal and inferential 
comprehension: understanding a 
word, phrase or sentence in 
context; exploring aspects of plot, 
characterisation, events and 
settings; distinguishing between 
what is stated explicitly and what 
is implied; explaining motivation, 
sequence of events, and the 
relationship between actions or 
events 
critical reading: identifying the 
theme and distinguishing between 
themes; supporting a point of 
view by referring to evidence in 
the text; recognising the 
possibility of and evaluating 
different responses to a text; 
using understanding of writers’ 
social, historical and cultural 
contexts to inform evaluation; 
making an informed personal 
response that derives from 
analysis and evaluation of the text 

Use of revision 
guides and other 
materials to support 
knowledge and 
understanding. 
  
Availability of co-
educator/TA in some 
lessons. Targeted 
support reviewed 
regularly.  
 
BBC Bitesize 
resources and catch 
up specific resources 
for use in small 
groups. 

 
Use of Oak Academy 
Online lessons where 
relevant.   

  



text in an increasingly 
academic way.   
Focus on writing across 
the GCSE papers for 
English Language.  

 
Homework relates to 
vocabulary learning and 
reinforcement as well 
as research and revision 
tasks.  Homework may 
be used to develop 
writing skills and focus 
on key areas such as 
paragraphing and use 
of exclamatives, long 
and short sentences, 
imagery etc to impact 
the reader.  

  
  
  

give and respond to 
information, and argue; 
selecting vocabulary, 
grammar, form, and 
structural and organisational 
features judiciously to reflect 
audience, purpose and 
context; using language 
imaginatively and creatively; 
using information provided 
by others to write in 
different form. Planning and 
development of style and 
understanding of purpose, 
form and audience for 
writing. Sharing responses 
and modelling.  

  
Speaking and listening – 
reading aloud for effect and 
discussion of characters, 
themes, tone and context to 
promote oracy and 
confidence in 
analysis.  Reinforcement of 
key vocabulary related to 
analysis and evaluation.   
  
GCSE link  
English Literature Paper 1  
English Language Papers 1 
and 2.   
 
 
  

evaluation of a writer’s choice of 
vocabulary, grammatical and 
structural features: analysing and 
evaluating how language, 
structure, form and presentation 
contribute to quality and impact; 
using linguistic and literary 
terminology for such evaluation  
comparing texts :comparing and 
contrasting texts studied, 
referring where relevant to 
theme, characterisation, context 
(where known), style and literary 
quality; comparing two texts 
critically with respect to the above 
 

Writing:  
producing clear and coherent text: 
writing effectively for different 
purposes and audiences: to 
describe, narrate, explain, 
instruct, give and respond to 
information, and argue; selecting 
vocabulary, grammar, form, and 
structural and organisational 
features judiciously to reflect 
audience, purpose and context; 
using language imaginatively and 
creatively; using information 
provided by others to write in 
different forms.  
citing evidence and quotation 
effectively and pertinently to 
support views; creating emotional 
impact; using language creatively, 
imaginatively and persuasively, 
including rhetorical devices (such 
as rhetorical questions, antithesis, 
parenthesis).  

  
  

Year 11 Autumn Term 2 Response to unseen texts/ Writing 

What are we 
learning?  

What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery 
look like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  
How to respond to, and 
interact with, unseen 
texts including poetry 
and extracts from a 
range of fiction and non-
fiction.  
Develop the ability to 
respond personally and 
critically to a range of 
challenging texts in an 

Knowledge of form, structure 
and other traditions and 
approaches in poetry.  How to 
approach unseen texts and use 
knowledge of technical 
language to respond securely 
and with increasing confidence 
and development.  
Understanding of how writers 
use effects to create character, 

Reading: See Autumn 
Term 1 
 
Writing:  
See Autumn Term 1. 

 
Additional:  
Write producing clear 
and coherent text: 
writing effectively for 

Use of revision guides and 
other materials to 
support knowledge and 
understanding. 

 
Availability of co-
educator/TA in some 
lessons. Targeted support 
reviewed regularly.  
 



increasingly academic 
way.  
Build analysis and 
writing skills that span 
the two Language papers 
and the unseen poetry 
section of Literature.  
Developing work done in 
Ensure balance between 
different text types and 
writing forms.  

 
Homework relates to 
vocabulary learning and 
reinforcement as well as 
research and revision 
tasks.  This will include 
interrogation of text and 
review of word done.  

  
  
  

theme, tone, genre, language 
choices and structure. 
Skills – insight; analysis; 
nuance; inference; reading for 
meaning; skimming; scanning; 
vocabulary acquisition; 
academic writing; awareness 
of audience; use and 
development of embedding in 
choice of quotations. Selection 
of quotation 
judiciously made for 
intent. Evaluative skills 
applied.  Writing to mirror 
techniques used by writers in 
poetry and extracts studied.  
Planning and development of 
style and understanding of 
purpose, form and audience 
for writing.  

  
Speaking and listening – 
reading aloud for effect and 
discussion of characters, 
themes, tone and context to 
promote oracy and confidence 
in analysis.  Reinforcement of 
key vocabulary related to 
analysis and evaluation.  
Performance poetry to address 
aspects of tone and pace.  
  
GCSE link  
English Literature Paper 2  
English Language Papers 1 and 
2.  
 
 
  

different purposes and 
audiences: to describe, 
narrate, explain and 
analyse, selecting 
vocabulary, grammar, 
form, and structural and 
organisational features 
judiciously to reflect 
audience, purpose and 
context; using language 
imaginatively and 
creatively; maintaining a 
consistent point of view; 
maintaining coherence 
and consistency across a 
text  
• writing for impact: 
selecting, organising 
ideas and key points; 
creating emotional 
impact; using language 
creatively, imaginatively 
and persuasively, 
including rhetorical 
devices (such as 
rhetorical questions, 
antithesis, parenthesis). 
 

  

BBC Bitesize resources 
and catch up specific 
resources for use in small 
groups. 

 
Use of Oak Academy 
Online lessons where 
relevant.   

 
Film versions of texts to 
reinforce understanding 
and promote enjoyment 
and interest.  

 


