
Curriculum Catch Up Statements for Music – Year 7 

At the start of Year 7 there is wide range of musical ability, experience and knowledge within the cohort ranging from students who have received individual instrumental 

and theory lessons to students who have had little or no formal music training. Covid 19 will have affected the former group of students to a greater extended that the 

latter and so we intend to evaluate the catch up required on an individual basis when the students start in September. The more practical elements of this catch up will 

need to be put in place when Covid safe guidelines allow. Class lessons will focus on Covid safe performing and knowledge-based activities. There will be a listening 

homework at the end of the unit that will be used for evaluation of student progress.   

 Covid Catch up plans and amendments in red 

Music Year 7 Autumn Term 1 
What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 

and skills will we gain? 
What does mastery look like? What additional resources 

are available? 

The Elements of Music 
 
Tempo (fast/slow) 
 
Dynamics (fast/soft) 
 
Texture (thick/thin) 
 
Pitch (high/low) 
Timbre (different sounds) 
Duration (long/short) 
MOVED TO AUTUMN 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge of the 3 elements of 
music, their variables, the Italian 
terms used to describe these and 
the effect this has on music 
listened to.  
 
Understanding 
Italian terms and meanings 
added. How variables in the 3 
elements can change the way 
music sounds. How variables in 
the 3 elements of music can be 
controlled and manipulated.  
 
Skills 
Performing: Control and 
manipulate changes in the 3 
elements of music.  
Composing: Select and combine 
the 6 elements of music.  
Listening: Identifying and 
describing variables within the 6 
elements of music. MOVED TO 
AUTUMN 2 

Perform music with some 
technical challenges accurately.  
 
Compose using some musical 
elements, creating musical ideas 
with interest. MOVED TO 
AUTUMN 2 
 
Demonstrate, through aural 
identification, knowledge of 
some musical elements and 
contexts. 
 
Evaluate music to produce 
reflections using musical 
terminology appropriately. 
 
 
  

https://www.musictheoryacademy.com/how-
to-read-sheet-music/the-elements-of-music/ 

 



Curriculum Catch Up Statements for Music – Year 8 

At the start of Year 8 students would have normally studied the Elements of music, notation, melody construction, accompaniments and the first composing assessment. 

Covid 19 meant that students were not able to complete melody construction, accompaniments and the first composing assessment. The more practical elements of this 

catch to be put in place when Covid safe guidelines allow. Students did complete research projects to prepare for the Year 8 & 9 music curriculum including World Music, of 

which the first unit of Celtic Music. Lessons will initially focus on Covid safe performing, listening skills and knowledge-based activities. There will be a listening homework at 

the end of the unit that will be used for evaluation of student progress.  Covid Catch up plans and amendments in red 

Music Year 8 Autumn Term 1 
What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 

and skills will we gain? 
What does mastery look like? What additional resources 

are available? 

Celtic Music  
Explore the traditional Music of 
the British Isles.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Knowledge  
Melodies 

Instrumentation  
Scales and modes  
 

Understanding  
How the combination of 
melodies, instrumentation, 
scales and modes create the 
sound of Celtic music.   
  
Skills  
Performing: Selected Celtic songs 
using Celtic instrument 
sounds. NOT POSSIBLE IN 
CURRENT SETTING. Replaced 
with Body beats or 
Boomwhackers 
Composing: Use Celtic scales and 
modes. NOT ALL POSSIBLE IN 
CURRENT SETTING. Composing 
Celtic lyrics. 
 

Listening: Maries Wedding, The 
Blind Harper, Greensleeves, 
What shall we do with a Drunken 
Sailor, Londonderry Air.  
  

Perform Celtic music with some 
technical challenges accurately 
and fluently. Replaced with Body 
Beats or Boomwhackers. 
 

Compose using a range of 
musical elements, creating 
musical ideas with some 
development. NOT ALL POSSIBLE 
IN CURRENT SETTING. 
Composing Celtic lyrics.  
 
Demonstrate, through aural 
identification, knowledge of 
some musical elements, contexts 
and language.  
  
Evaluate music to make 
judgements using some musical 
terminology appropriately.  

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zckthyc/revision/4  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_music  

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zckthyc/revision/4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_music


 

Curriculum Catch Up Statements for Music – Year 9 

At the start of Year 9 students would have normally completed units on Carribbean Music, African Music and the 2nd composing assessment.  and the first composing 

assessment. Covid 19 has meant that students were not able to complete the practical elements of these units namely performing and composing. These practical elements 

will be put in place when Covid safe guidelines allow.  Lessons will initially focus on Covid safe performing, listening skills and knowledge-based activities. There will be a 

listening homework at the end of the unit that will be used for evaluation of student progress.  Covid Catch up plans and amendments in red 

Music Year 9 Autumn Term 1  
What are we learning?  What knowledge, understanding  

and skills will we gain?  
What does mastery look like?  What additional resources  

are available?  

AoS 5: The Conventions of Pop  
  
Lyrics  
Melody  
Chords  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Knowledge The structure of pop 
lyrics, the nature of pop melodies, 
how pop songs use major and 
minor chords.   
Understanding  
Syllabic and melismatic lyric 
setting, how pop melodies are 
constructed, major and minor 
chords.   
Skills  
Performing: Selected pop songs. 
Music ICT used to facilitate some 
of this.  
 

Composing: Pop lyrics and 
melodies.  Music ICT used to 
facilitate some of this.  
 
Listening: Identifying and 
describing features of pop songs.  
Evaluating: Pop songs and 
student’s performances. NOT 
POSSIBLE IN CURRENT SETTING. 
Music ICT used to facilitate some 
of this.  
 

 

Perform pop music accurately, 
fluently and with some 
expression. NOT ALL POSSIBLE IN 
CURRENT SETTING. Music ICT 
used to facilitate some of this. 
 

Compose pop lyrics and 
melodies using a range of musical 
elements with some coherence, 
creating musical ideas with 
development. NOT ALL POSSIBLE 
IN CURRENT SETTING. Music ICT 
used to facilitate some of this.  
 

Demonstrate, through aural 
identification, knowledge of pop 
song elements and contexts.  
  
Evaluate pop music to produce 
reflections using musical 
terminology appropriately.  
  
   

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-
j536-from-2016/  
https://youtu.be/EqjjUaVrJJQ  
www.musictheory.net  
  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
https://youtu.be/EqjjUaVrJJQ
http://www.musictheory.net/


 

  

 

Curriculum Catch Up Statements for Music – Year 11 

At the start of Year 11 students would be starting the set work composition NEA. This is [art of the practical component along with Enseble performing that has been 

removed from the exam in 2021. During the lockdown students undertook work on performing, composing and listening as well as a course of music theory.  On return 

students will focus of the remaining NEA’s and in Aut 2 preparation for the Mock listening paper which remains unchanged.  Essex Music Service and Future DJ’s are 

providing online lessons to support this.  

Music Year 11 Autumn Term 1  
What are we learning?  What knowledge, 

understanding  
and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look like?  What additional resources  
are available?  

AoS 1: My Music 
  
Free Choice Composition 
Solo Performance  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Knowledge: Performance 
techniques, Compositional 
techniques, Music Theory.  
 
Understanding  
Elements relevant to 
performance and composition 
choices. Understanding of the 
marking criteria.  
 
Skills  
Performing: Practice and 
recording at home to be 
submitted vis email   
 

Composing:  Music ICT used to 
facilitate this.  
 
 

 

 

  

Perform pop music accurately, 
fluently, with confidence and 
expression.  Practice and 
recording at home to be 
submitted vis email   
 

Compose stylistically using a 
wide range of compositional 
techniques. Music ICT used to 
facilitate this.  
  
   

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-
j536-from-2016/  
www.musictheory.net  
  

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
http://www.musictheory.net/

