
Curriculum Catch Up Statements for RE  

 
Year 7: During primary school, students have missed a variety of learning experiences such as role 
plays of weddings, extended writing, knowledge of world faiths, diversity of belief, and cultural 
capital in general. This will be caught up by withdrawing the baseline test in year 7, but instead, 
introducing an inspiring introduction into all religions, focussing on themes of interest such as food 
laws, and religious and cultural dress.  The A-Z of religion will allow them to utilise knowledge they 
already have, but to extend it, and to set it into context. Year 7s will develop their skills of extended 
writing through assessment tasks and learning how to evaluate a statement. Students will be 
encouraged to research and debate their viewpoints, to develop their confidence. Their gaps in 
cultural capital will be addressed through the Humanities in the news board; articles sent out to 
them, as well as virtual tours of places of worship where relevant to the religion. This catch up will 
last the duration of the Autumn term, and will be assessed and monitored at the end of each term.  
 
 Covid Catch up plans and amendments in red 
 

Year 7 Autumn Term 1 RE  
What are we 

learning?  
What knowledge, 

understanding  
and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look 
like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  

Introduction to R.E  
A-Z of religion  

This will address the 
gaps that many 
students may have 
in knowledge, 
having missed RE 
lessons in primary 
school, as it is a 
multi-faith 
introduction.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Knowledge: Different beliefs 
about God and creation. 
Knowledge of where faiths 
originated, and how believers 
practice their faith. Focusing 
on many aspect of religion 
such as atheism, creation 
stories, extremism, 
forgiveness, Jesus, 
Kosher. Students will be able 
to draw on a mixture of own 
knowledge from various 
primary schools, and learn 
new knowledge for 
comparison. 
Understanding: Students will 
show an understanding of 
what motivates believers, 
and how their views on 
issues such as God, creation 
and life after death may 
differ from student views. 
This is linked to tolerance of 
the beliefs of others and 
cultural and religious 
diversity.   
Skills: Identification of faith; 
explanation of how religion 
affects lifestyles; select and 
apply appropriate knowledge 

• Research is carried 
out using a range of 
information and is 
consistently relevant to the 
objective.  Research will be 
carried out using materials 
only used by year 7 
students. 

• Links are made 
consistently between 
religion and individual, 
community, national and 
international life.   

• References to 
scripture and text are 
directly referenced and the 
information in the stimulus 
is analysed. These 
references can also be 
placed into social/historical 
context, which can be used 
to evaluate the writing.   

• Own knowledge can 
be used but must be 
relevant and directly 
connected to the context.   

• References to both 
religious and non-religious 
points, and evaluation is 
made of different 
responses.   

• Subject specific 
vocabulary is to be used, 
with clear structures for 
writing.   

Textbooks on 
Christianity  
Copies of the Bible   
Christian artefacts 
These resources will 
be used specifically 
by Year 7 students 
and no other year 
groups.   
  



and specialist language; and 
giving a logical chain of 
reasoning which draws on 
knowledge and 
understanding of relevant 
evidence and 
information.  Skills of 
research, debate, and 
evaluation will be the focus 
for year 7. 

• Extended answers 
have clear and articulate 
points which are developed 
to consider different 
perspectives and different 
supporting evidence.  Year 
7 students will need their 
confidence to be 
developed in these areas, 
having missed a large 
amount of their final year. 

• Significant 
contributions to 
discussions are made, 
which highlight intelligent 
and thoughtful listening 
and show evidence of 
response to higher order 
questions, and challenge 
others to extend the 
discussion further.   

  

  
  

Year 7 Autumn Term 2  
What are we 

learning?  
What knowledge, 

understanding  
and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look 
like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  

What are beliefs and 
why do we have 
them?  
How do we express 
our beliefs?   
Why is the Bible 
important?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Knowledge: Different beliefs 
about moral issues. 
Knowledge of the origins of 
the Bible and its relevance to 
Christians today. The unit will 
also focus on Meditation, 
prophets, rituals, saints, 
temples, uncertainty, virtue 
and wealth.  We can discuss 
the impact of Covid 19 on 
worship, as worship became 
virtual.  
Understanding: Students will 
show an understanding of 
stories of the Bible and how 
they are still used by 
Christians today. They will 
debate the modern 
significance of these stories.   
Skills: Identification of faith; 
explanation of how religion 
affects lifestyles; select and 
apply appropriate knowledge 
and specialist language; and 
giving a logical chain of 
reasoning which draws on 
knowledge and 

• Research is carried 
out using a range of 
courses of information 
and is consistently 
relevant to the objective.   

• Links are made 
consistently between 
religion and individual, 
community, national and 
international life.   

• References to 
scripture and text are 
directly referenced and 
the information in the 
stimulus is analysed. 
These references can also 
be placed into 
social/historical context, 
which can be used to 
evaluate the 
writing.  Students will 
have missed almost half a 
year of History as well, so 
may need help in making 
connections with historical 
context. 

• Own knowledge can 
be used but must be 
relevant and directly 
connected to the 
context.   

Textbooks on 
Christianity  
Copies of the Bible   
Christian artefacts 
These resources will 
be used specifically 
by Year 7 students 
and no other year 
groups.    



understanding of relevant 
evidence and information.  
Skills of research, debate, and 
evaluation will be the focus 
for year 7. 

• References to both 
religious and non-religious 
points, and evaluation is 
made of different 
responses.   

• Subject specific 
vocabulary is to be used, 
with clear structures for 
writing.   

• Extended answers 
have clear and articulate 
points which are 
developed to consider 
different perspectives and 
different supporting 
evidence.   

• Significant 
contributions to 
discussions are made, 
which highlight intelligent 
and thoughtful listening 
and show evidence of 
response to higher order 
questions, and challenge 
others to extend the 
discussion further.   

  

  
  
 
 
 
Year 8:  During year 7 students have missed the depth study of Sikhism and Islam, although some 
students chose to focus on these areas in their individual RE Enquiries during the lockdown period. 
This has meant that they have lacked the opportunity to gain knowledge and understanding of 
beliefs, practice and sources of authority, as well as the chance to compare similarities and 
differences between these two religions and other religions they may have knowledge on. As they 
move into year 8, they will study Hinduism, by examining beliefs, practices and sources of authority, 
and this will be directly compared to the religions (Sikhism and Islam) they have missed. With only 
one lesson a fortnight in year 8, students will be working on this catch up throughout the Autumn 
Term, and will be assessed with low stakes testing, such as quizzes, and assessment tasks.  
 

Year 8 Autumn Term 1 RE  
What are we learning?  What knowledge, 

understanding  
and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery 
look like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  

Hinduism  
Beliefs and practices of 
Hinduism  
Festivals and avatars   
Stories of significance 
e.g. the Elephant and 
the Blind man, and the 
Ramayana.  Focus on 
beliefs, practices, and 

Knowledge: Knowledge of 
Hindu beliefs and practices. 
Subject specific terms in 
Hindi, as well as Hindu 
concepts such as avatars.    
Understanding: Students will 
show an understanding of a 
polytheistic faith and how 
this contrasts with 

• Research is carried 
out using a range of 
courses of information 
and is consistently 
relevant to the 
objective.   

• Links are made 
consistently between 
religion and individual, 
community, national 
and international life.   

Hinduism textbooks  
Animated World 
Faiths DVD: The 
Ramayana  
Hindu artefacts such 
as the Puja tray.  
These resources will 
be used specifically by 
Year 8 students and 



sources of authority, to 
make connections 
between Hinduism and 
the religions missed.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

monotheistic faiths, and 
other belief systems such as 
Humanism.  This comparison 
will be consistently made, to 
ensure that students can 
make the links between 
belief and practice, and how 
one impacts the other.  
Skills: Identification of faith; 
explanation of how religion 
affects lifestyles; select and 
apply appropriate knowledge 
and specialist language and 
scripture; and giving a logical 
chain of reasoning which 
draws on knowledge and 
understanding of relevant 
evidence and information. 
Students will also explain 
how differences in belief 
lead to differences in 
religious response.  

• References to 
scripture and text are 
directly referenced and 
the information in the 
stimulus is analysed. 
These references can 
also be placed into 
social/historical context, 
which can be used to 
evaluate the writing.   

• Own knowledge 
can be used but must 
be relevant and directly 
connected to the 
context.   

• References to both 
religious and non-
religious points, and 
evaluation is made of 
different responses.   

• Subject specific 
vocabulary is to be 
used, with clear 
structures for writing.   

• Extended answers 
have clear and 
articulate points which 
are developed to 
consider different 
perspectives and 
different supporting 
evidence.   

• Significant 
contributions to 
discussions are made, 
which highlight 
intelligent and 
thoughtful listening and 
show evidence of 
response to higher 
order questions, and 
challenge others to 
extend the discussion 
further.   

  

no other year 
groups.    

  
  

Year 8 Autumn Term 2  
What are we 

learning?  
What knowledge, 

understanding  
and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look 
like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  

Hinduism:  
Reincarnation  
Why are cows sacred 
to Hindus?  
Special occasions  
Hinduism 
assessment    

Knowledge: Knowledge of 
Hindu beliefs and practices. 
Subject specific terms in 
Hindi, as well as Hindu 
concepts such 
reincarnation.   Focus on the 

• Research is carried out 
using a range of courses of 
information and is 
consistently relevant to the 
objective.   

• Links are made 
consistently between 
religion and individual, 

Hinduism textbooks  
Hindu artefacts such 
as the Puja tray.   



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

importance of subject 
specific language. 
Understanding: Students will 
show an understanding of a 
reincarnation and how this 
contrasts with Christian 
beliefs about life after 
death.   
Skills: Identification of faith; 
explanation of how religion 
affects lifestyles; select and 
apply appropriate 
knowledge and specialist 
language and scripture; and 
giving a logical chain of 
reasoning which draws on 
knowledge and 
understanding of relevant 
evidence and information. 
Students will also explain 
how differences in belief 
lead to differences in 
religious response.  
  

community, national and 
international life.   

• References to 
scripture and text are 
directly referenced and the 
information in the stimulus 
is analysed. These 
references can also be 
placed into social/historical 
context, which can be used 
to evaluate the writing.   

• Own knowledge can 
be used but must be 
relevant and directly 
connected to the context.   

• References to both 
religious and non-religious 
points, and evaluation is 
made of different 
responses.   

• Subject specific 
vocabulary is to be used, 
with clear structures for 
writing.   

• Extended answers 
have clear and articulate 
points which are developed 
to consider 
different perspectives and 
different supporting 
evidence.   

• Significant 
contributions to discussions 
are made, which highlight 
intelligent and thoughtful 
listening and show 
evidence of response to 
higher order questions, and 
challenge others to extend 
the discussion 
further.  Students will 
continue to build their 
confidence in discussions.  

  

  
 
 
Year 9: During year 8, students missed the end of their unit on inspirational people, so did not learn 
about the impact of Malala Yousafzai, and they missed their depth study of Buddhism, although 
some students chose to focus on Buddhism in their individual RE Enquiries during the lockdown 
period. This has mean that they have lacked the opportunity to further extend knowledge and 
understanding of beliefs, practice and sources of authority, and have not been able to compare 
Buddhism to religions which have a God rather than a deity. As they move into year 9, they will have 
double the amount of RE lessons they would have had previously, and will have the chance to 
compare faiths throughout the first half of the Autumn term when they examine beliefs about God, 
and also through the spring term when they focus on Judaism as a world faith. The skills that need 
revisiting and developing are those of Assessment Objective 2, which involve analysing and 
evaluating aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence. This will be 



caught up by debates, practice at 12-mark evaluation questions, and extra sessions after school for 
those year 9 students needing to develop this skill.  
 

Year 9 Autumn Term 1 RE  
What are we 

learning?  
What knowledge, 

understanding  
and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look 
like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  

  
Christian beliefs 
about God  

Make the point 
that not all 
religions have a 
God to worship 

  
Comparing views 
on God with each 
other; examining 
the portrayal of 
God through film; 
comparing 
different 
arguments for the 
existence God; 
examining 
whether miracles 
are evidence for 
the existence of 
God.   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Knowledge: Students will 
examine Christian beliefs 
about God and compare the 
views to their own. They will 
evaluate the portrayal of 
God through Bruce Almighty, 
as well as examining the 
three main arguments for 
the existence of God, from 
Design, to cause, and 
morality. The question of evil 
and suffering in the world 
will be examined, as well as 
the issue of miracles.   
Understanding: Students will 
develop a philosophical 
understanding of the 
concept of God, and will 
understand that philosophy 
is about explaining the 
nature of life through reason 
and argument rather than 
experimentation. They will 
understand that faith is not 
about proof. They will also 
develop empathy. Students 
have missed the mindfulness 
taught in Buddhism, so there 
will be discussions about 
how to deal with pain and 
suffering. 
Skills: Identification of faith; 
explanation of how religion 
affects lifestyles; select and 
apply appropriate 
knowledge and specialist 
language and scripture; and 
giving a logical chain of 
reasoning which draws on 
knowledge and 
understanding of relevant 
evidence and information. 
Students will also explain 
how differences in belief 

• Research is carried out 
using a wide and 
independent range of courses 
of information and is 
consistently relevant to the 
objective.   

• Links are made 
consistently and 
independently between 
religion and 
individuals. Students have 
missed learning of Malala 
Yousafzai, but can research, 
and compare to individuals 
from different religions within 
this topic, such as Mother 
Theresa.  

• References to scripture 
and text are directly 
referenced and the 
information in the stimulus is 
analysed. These references can 
also be placed into 
social/historical context, which 
can be used to evaluate the 
writing, particularly with the 
film analysis.  

• Own knowledge can be 
used but must be relevant and 
directly connected to the 
context. Students who are 
religious believers can add 
their own beliefs in, providing 
they compare them to the 
beliefs studied.  

• References to both 
religious and non-religious 
points, and evaluation is made 
of different responses.   

• Subject specific 
vocabulary is to be used, with 
clear structures for writing.   

• Extended answers have 
clear and articulate points 
which are developed to 
consider different perspectives 
and different supporting 
evidence.   

• Significant contributions 
to discussions are made, which 
highlight intelligent 
and philosophical listening and 
show evidence of response to 

Copies of the Bible  
Bruce Almighty DVD  
Christianity textbook  
Explore RE   
These resources will 
be used specifically 
by Year 9 students 
and no other year 
groups.    



lead to differences in 
religious response. This unit 
will specifically target the 
AO2 learning 
objectives.  Refer to and 
model analysis and 
evaluation skills during every 
lesson.  

higher order questions, and 
challenge others to extend the 
discussion further.   

  

  
 
 
Year 10: During year 9, students missed the end of Judaism, and a summer term based on ethical 
issues such as religious responses to the role of women in society, and religious responses to 
poverty. The lack of lessons on Judaism means that they have not been able to extend their learning 
of an Abrahamic faith, in preparation for the two religions studied at GCSE, which are Christianity 
and Islam. Whilst very high-quality work was completed during lockdown to introduce GCSE RE, 
students will need the connections between the three Abrahamic faiths (Christianity, Judaism and 
Islam) highlighted, with much attention drawn to similarities and differences. This will be done in the 
first half term of GCSE. Subject specific vocabulary will be another focus for the whole of the Autumn 
term, to ensure that students are aware of the need to use subject specific terms consistently and 
appropriately. The skills that need revisiting and developing are those of Assessment Objective 2, 
which involve analysing and evaluating aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and 
influence. This will be caught up by debates, practice at 12-mark evaluation questions, and extra 
sessions after school for those year 10 students needing to develop this skill.  
 
 

Year 10 Autumn Term RE Medium Term Plan 

What are we 
learning?  

What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look 
like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  

  
 Christian beliefs 

The content 
missed on ethical 
issues and 
religious 
responses will be 
covered more in 
year 11.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Knowledge: Christian 
beliefs about the nature of 
God, the Trinity, Jesus, 
beliefs on life after death 
Understanding: The 
importance of God to 
Christians; the nature of 
the Trinity and how it 
impacts on the life of a 
Christian; how Jesus was 
an incarnation of God; 
judgement of Christians; 
how belief in the afterlife 
impacts on the life of a 
Christian. How are these 
concepts supported by 
scripture? These are 
challenging concepts 
which will need a lot of 
time and attention as 
background knowledge 

• Research is carried out 
using a wide and 
independent range of courses 
of information and is 
consistently relevant to the 
objective.   

• Links are made 
consistently and 
independently between 
religion and individuals.  

• References to scripture 
and text are directly referenced 
and the information in the 
stimulus is analysed.  

• Own knowledge can be 
used but must be relevant and 
directly connected to the 
context. Students who are 
religious believers can add their 
own beliefs in, providing they 
compare them to the beliefs 
studied.  

• Subject specific 
vocabulary is to be used, with 
clear structures for writing.   

GCSE AQA Christianity 
GCSE textbooks will 
be allocated to either 
year 10 or year 11, so 
they are only used by 
one year group 
bubble.  



has been 
missed/forgotten. 
 Skills: Identification of 
faith; explanation of how 
Christianity affects 
lifestyles; select and apply 
appropriate knowledge 
and specialist language 
and scripture; and giving a 
logical chain of reasoning 
which draws on 
knowledge and 
understanding of relevant 
evidence and information. 
Students will also explain 
how differences in belief 
lead to differences in 
religious response. This 
unit will specifically target 
the AO2 learning 
objectives.   

• Extended answers have 
clear and articulate points 
which are developed to 
consider different perspectives 
and different supporting 
evidence.  There will be a focus 
on this in all appropriate 
lessons, with extended answers 
modelled.  

• Significant contributions 
to discussions are made, which 
highlight intelligent 
and philosophical listening and 
show evidence of response to 
higher order questions, and 
challenge others to extend the 
discussion further.   

  

  
 
 
Year 11: During year 10, students missed Islamic practices, which was taught through Teams lessons, 
and have not started the second paper. We will start with the unit on Religion and the Family, as 
students would have been taught this in July. Whilst this is being taught, Islamic practices will be 
revisited during every lesson, using interleaving. This will be positive and productive for students, as 
there are also links between Islamic practices, and beliefs on issues relating to family. This will be 
interleaved until Christmas, with other aspects of paper 1 interleaved in the spring term. Students 
have lost confidence with exams, and need to develop their Assessment Objective 2, involving 
analysing and evaluating aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence. This 
will be caught up by examination practice, homework tasks, and extra sessions after school for those 
year 11 students needing to address content and skills.  
 

Year 11 Autumn Term RE Medium Term Plan 

What are we 
learning?  

What knowledge, 
understanding  

and skills will we gain?  

What does mastery look 
like?  

What additional 
resources  

are available?  

  
Religion and the 
Family 

Students have not 
studied an ethical 
issue and religious 
responses since 
year 9. The 
expectation of the 
exam on this 

Knowledge: Religious and 
non-religious responses to 
sex, contraception, 
marriage, divorce, family 
roles, and gender. 
Interleaving of Islamic 
practices in every lesson, 
concentrating on key 
terms, names, places, and 
the Five Pillars of Islam.  
Understanding: What are 
religious responses to 

• Research is carried out 
using a wide and 
independent range of courses 
of information and is 
consistently relevant to the 
objective.   

• Links are made 
consistently and 
independently between 
religion and 
individuals. Students may need 
links made more explicit than 
previously. 

GCSE AQA Christianity 
and GCSE AQA Islam 

  



section will need 
to be addressed.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

these issues? Why do 
religions have certain 
viewpoints? How are these 
concepts supported by 
scripture? How do 
religious viewpoints differ 
from non-religious ones, 
and why? 
 Skills: explanation of why 
certain issues have 
morality attached; select 
and apply appropriate 
knowledge and specialist 
language and scripture; 
and giving a logical chain 
of reasoning which draws 
on knowledge and 
understanding of relevant 
evidence and information. 
Students will also explain 
how differences in belief 
lead to differences in 
religious response. This 
unit will specifically target 
the AO2 learning 
objectives.  They will be 
learning how to conclude 
their answers. 

• References to scripture 
and text are directly 
referenced .These references 
can also be placed into 
social/historical context, which 
can be used to evaluate the 
writing. 

• Own knowledge can be 
used but must be relevant and 
directly connected to the 
context. Students who are 
religious believers can add 
their own beliefs in, providing 
they compare them to the 
beliefs studied.  

• Subject specific 
vocabulary is to be used, with 
clear structures for writing.   

• Extended answers have 
clear and articulate points 
which are developed to 
consider different perspectives 
and different supporting 
evidence.   

• Significant contributions 
to discussions are made, which 
highlight intelligent 
and philosophical listening and 
show evidence of response to 
higher order questions, and 
challenge others to extend the 
discussion further.   

  

  
 
 
  
 
 
 


